Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

[Form No. 108,

s
| =2 [ 29/

POL!

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Suty'ed - :‘f..f-'_,‘iXL__‘_ 'ORT BY

DETECTIV: STEVENSON DATED 23-7-37 COVERING

GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF GERMAN CLUB IN AUCKLAND.

100,000/g/g0—3024]




degqunhn-netectiva 0ffice,Auckland.

Date 17 th December 193 7

REPORT @r‘ Deteective E.A.Stevenson _ No. 2627

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

The Chief Detective,
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velative #p.  DEUTSCHER VEREIN (GERMAN CLUB), AUCKLAND,

I respectfully report that there is not
a great deal of additional informaticn %o report in
connection with the above mentioned subject.
However,what follows in this report comes from a source
which I confidently believe to be reliable and well-
informed.

I have gttached hereto a copy of the
nresent rules of the Club, It i1s probable,however,that
these will be amended during the coming year.

Tn connection with Rule 2 it is interesting to note how
this differs slightly in outlining the objects of the
Club,from the corresponding rule at the time of my
original report of 12 th February,1934 concerning the
German Club... The rule re the objects of the Club is
stated in page 1 of my report of that date,

Also attached,please see 8 newspaper
extract giving the names of the present officers of the
Club.. It will be seen that this 1list is very little
aifferent from the one supplied in my report of 18 th
July,1958%.

/“ The President,JONATHAN BLUMHARDT has been
mentioned in previous reports. He appears to be a

fervent "lip service”! Nazi in his professed admiration

for the Hitler regime in Germany,but my informant says

that Blumhardt is not a member of the Nazi group.

It will be recollected that Blumhardt,together with

HANS WILHELM FROH visited Germany at the time of the

last Olympic Gemes at Berlin, thelr fares being paid by

the German Lebour Front - a Nazi organisation in Germany.

EANS WILHELM FROH,referred to in
previous reports (Secret 37/8), is still a firemen on
the coastal vessel "Canopus". He now visits the German
Club occasionally snd continues to exhibit strong Nazi
sympathies.. He may be a member of the Nazi Party but
this seems unlikely as he 1s & naturalized British subject
and as such would not be acceptable for membership of
the Nazl Party.

#ILHELM FREDERICH KERSTEN, also referred
to in previcus reports,went to Dunedin a month or so ago
and is believed to be still there. His wife and daughter
are still 1iving in Auckland., Shortly before leaving
Auckland Kersten left the Nazi group here owing to
personal differences with KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT,
However,he remains e good Nazl and in this connection he
may be worth watching.. He is a leather expert and
prohably could be easily treced through inquiries at
tanneries or similar industry.

GUSTAV BELIN, is another member of the
Club's executive who has strong German sympathies, though
he 1s not one of the Nazi group. He was bora in Strasbourg,

|Alsace-Loraine,so he is really of French nationality.
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ARTHUR RICHARD LEUSCHKE,another prominent
member of the Club,who has been often referred to previously,
remains strong in his German sympathies and in his professed
admiration for the Nazi regime. He is not a member of the
Nazi group,being a naturalized British subject.

His bacon business is rapidly expanding. He is rather an
ignorant type of man and he aspires socially rather than
nationally. In short, he is a good Nazi in "lip service,so
long as he is not required to do anything active or definite
for the cause. :

The membership of the Club is now about
70,0f whom about 25 are German or have German blood connection,
or have German extraction.

About 15 of this 25 are active,but none are
particularly "German" in their sympathies or loyalties apart
from those mentioned as such in this and previous reports,
ineluding of course, KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT and MAX GRAPENGIESSER,
who are both fervent Nazis.

The great majority of the German members are
more New Zealand than German in their sympathies,associations,
friends,interests and thoughts.. They metely retain that '
natural regard for the land of their birth. In their minds
and their Germen Club associations they dwell in the Germany
of the past,the Germany that they knew or were told of many
years agoss. The Nazl Germany of today they are interested
in as a topiec for discussion so long as they are thousands
of miles away from it.

Nazi activities within the Club are almost
nile There is definitely no systematic or organised
propagandd work and no Nazi literature is ecirculated.
Nevertheless there exists the framework of an inactive
machine which could easily be made active to work in the
interests of the Auslands Organisation of the Nazi Government
in Berlin.

Max Grapengiesser, a former resident of
Samoa: (vide a previous report), corresponds regulartry with
Germang in Samoa... I am informed,not by him, that there
is a definite feeling among German Samoan planters against
the New Zealand adminisgration and that they are hoping
that Germany will again take over Samoa. The main reason for
this is the difficulties the planters experience in connection
with the shortage of cheap Chinese labour.
There is a Samoan group of the Nazi Party which keeps in
touch with the Auckland group through Grapengiesser.

It is thought by my informant that any reports
that KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT - the leader of the Nazil group here-
may have to make to the Nazil organisation are made through
DR.WALTER HELLENTHAL,, the German Consul at Wellington,who is
the head of the Landggruppe of the Auslands Organisation in
New Zealand.

Ré the German sailor and lecture tourist
VON LUCKNER.. I am informed that secret instructions have
been received from the Nazi Government in Germany that Nazis
abroad,as such, are not to assist or sponsor Von ILuckner
in his visit.

Germans who are loyal to the Nazl regime are
to be most circumspect in the matter of any welcome to Von
Iuckner and are instructed not to risk offerding againsat the
prejudices or feelings of New Zealand..

. I am informed that Germans in Samoa will
not be pleased to see Von Luckner... This also seems to be
the attitude of the majority of the Germans here in Auckland
who are more or less disinterested in Germany from a hational
or patriotic point of view.
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Von ILuckner does not seem to be very popular
with Germans. He is looked upon as one of the type of the
old,overbearing Junker class,for whom the Nazis themselves
have little regard. :

I am informed that his visit here is not
with the approval or assistance of the Nazi suthortties
and it is not meant to revive or stimulate an enthusiasm for
Nazism.. It is thought to be a purely personal visit.

No doubt Von Iuckner has in view a money making lecture tour
such as he has been engaged in for about the past 7 years
in the United States of America.

An Auckland woman named Mrs Von Lubbe -
the British wife of a deceased German has been trying to make
arrangements for lectures by Von Luckner. It is not known if
these will materialise.

An "At Home" or reception will be given in
the German Club for Von Luckner to which prominent Aucklanders
will be invited. Von Luckner must speak in English.

At present I have nothing further to report
of any importance or interest concerning the German Club,
but I feel confident that my informant is in close touch with
what goes on in the Club and that I shall be informed
accordingly.

Any open Nazi activities would be brought to

my knowledge immediately.

Det.2627,
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DEUTSCHER VARZIN (G2l CLUB) AUGILAND, I3C0IPORATED.

RU LB &

L. NAVB: The nams of the Club shall bs "Deutscher Versin ( Germau
CIT.T Ruckland, Incorporatad.” ¥

2+ OBJECTS:; The objacts of th: Club shall bs: to promoiz gocd

followship and social: intarcoursse, to sncourags ths teaching and

study of ths Germun Languags and Litsreturs; to sncourag: on

apprseiation of Gsrman Art; to fostsr a lovs for and appreciatic

of good mugie; to advancs th: gewsral intsrests of Germuns

rasidsny il New swo.lands : P

Politicul and roligious dsmonstretions sholl bs forbidden iu
- Offsnders ars liabls %o bs sxp3ll ad. Phz daeigion of ik,

Oc”;i*?:c in such matters shall bs fincl and binding upon ull

M2100 3¢S o ; ;

Ss EABCUTIVE: The Exeoutive of th: Club shcll consist of the Prec-
tasnt, two Vice~-Prosidents, a sserstary, s Irsasursy, & Librardco,
and thess othar slacted membars. All lismbasrs of th: Bxscutive sh..l
cet v & purely honorary ocapacity.

A1l w mbers of ths Exscutivs shall bs slocted at ths Annusl
Gouoral lloating of ths Club in 3zsch ysar. Any or all of ths abovy
rsfsvred to Memboirs of ths Exscutivs shell b alagibls for re=
slzetion. Should a vaearcy occur inm th: Executiva during its yeor
of offlc>, then th: Exacutivo may itsslf £111 ths vacancy by the
2lsc*ior of ¢ new lMambsr who shall hold offigs until ths following
Aonusz]l Gpasral Mssting. :

No*hwithstanding ths provisions of ths two praeadin: para-
graphs ol *his oclauss 3, tha Exccubtivy may in its disorstion from
tim> *o “im3 appoint on: or two addition ) Msmbers te act upow
such Zxscutive and fo .agsigt it in the conduet bf tha speciel
Tunotfors of +the Club. The ilambaor ox Mambirs so appointzd ghall
rofaln oifice durding th: plsasurs of tha Exesoutivs, or until he o
thsy sholl rrtire tharefrom, ox shall in any othar way csage to %
a Iambar or llambsrs thereof.

Govutlomen of not less than twentyonsz ysars of aga shall Do
21-gibl © for election to th: Exscutiva.

Mombars of th: Exscutives who ubsent thamselvss without |
guriicisut cause for mora thun thres consscutivs mretings of th:
Zxsoutivs shall automatically csase to by mambard of th: Bxscutive,
Whors auy momber of the Exacutivs is unabls fc attsnd ths mietings
thorsof for a cousidsrubls time , ths Exsoutivs shall havs power
to grant 1lsave of absencs to such mombse, and, if it thinks fit,
to aploint ¢ substitute te set in his absancas

AT any meeting of ths Erecutivas, fivs ssmbsrs theroof shall
congtituts a quorun,

Th- property of ths Club shall bs undsr th: control and
naneagamant of thes Bxecutive, '

Ih . Exsoutivs shall hav: power to maks, from tims to tins,
such Bylaws, not bsiug inconsistsnt with thsese rulss, as thoy nay
Wisl Y0 R Nscsssary or expedisnt for ths woell-baing of thz Clubg
wd thoy may from tims to time, very, amend, add to or resoind
such B 1.ws &8 aforesaid; and such Bylaws, whsthsr orizinal or
amsbdsd, shell bz binding on 11 the Msmbsrs of ths Club so loung
as "o sans shall continue in opsratichs
Th- Presidsnt shall taZs ths chair at all m3ztings of ths Clul
and -+ <11 meatings of ths Exsoutive; in his absencs a Vios-
Prosidii " shell taks ths Chair in his sbtaad. Should thore bs
121 how a President nmor a Vies-Prasidsut at such Maatiug, thse
Cboi» shell B taksn by o limbsr of ths Exscutive to b3 slacted ob
*h: “in2 and for ths purposs of thet particular masting.

I *h- cags of Voting being equal Tor and against a moticn,
*ho Chaitman for ths tims bsing of guch Msating shell hevs a
castine vo+a, :

4o STCRETARY : Ths autiss of +h Sserat £y shall be to racalvy and

4
roply Yo 13t Fsps, to kesp tho Hinuta-book, and to kesp & list of
«ombsrse A1l Minutss shall bs confirmad by ths signaturss of two
mmbsre of th: Exseutive. It sh 1l also b3 th: duty of ths Sse-

rokt 1y fo remind, at th> right tims, Mombors who ars in errsers iv
respict.of the paymsnts of rousys dus from tima to tim2 to the Clua
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* 0. TIFWASURER: The duties of th: Treasurser shs1l b2 to kesp the
Sooks and Aceounts as regards all “income and exvponditure of ths
Club. All poymspts tc b2 made by the Trsasurer shall be confirmed
byiths signuture of two Mombsrs of ths Eweoutiva. It shall alse be
th~ duty of ths Treasursr to communicats to ths Ssoretary, at ths
propar tims, all details with respsct to ths outstanding
raymants ol members.

A Bank aecount shall be kept at such Bank.or Banks as the
Dxscutive mey from tima %o tim: determine and shall be operated on
by th> Treasurer and by ‘two othsr Mambars of th:s Executive appoint-
ed from tims to time for such purpose b y the Exscutive.

—

S« LIBRJARTAN: The duties of th: Libmarian shall ba to supervise
books, maga¥ines, acnd othsr papers belonging to .ths Clubis Library,
atnd to kesp a full und detailsd record of gll Books lont from time
to ftlme from the Club Library, together with tho names and addrssss
0f ths mumbsrs to whom ths sams Shall have been lent,

7o ILOIBSISHIP: All persons of good. repute, aud of any nationality,
who arc at least eightesn ysars of age, may bscoms Members of the
Clubs E- 2y applicaut for uembarship shall be propossd and second-
ed by two financisl members of ths Club, and svery application shzl
be submitted.dn writing to the Exseutive..1t shell be the duty of .
tho Exscutive to make enquiries concorning the applicant, Should
the Exocutive have reason to deelins ths application, the proyposer
and sscondszr- shall be notified ¢f such fact. Ctharwise, the elect-
E%ubshalltake.place at the next mesting of tha Exdcutive of the
Lub.

g A »ijority of the Membars preselit at an Exseutive Meeting

shll b2 necessary for the elsetior o0s a New ksmber of the Club.
Porsons of eithsr sex who are under the a ¢ .0f eighteen may,

iZ thor Bxoeutivassholl think Pit, beadmittsd to Hombership of the
‘Club as.Junicr Uembars. Ths methods of application for Membership
and ol slecticn thsreto shall, in the case of Junior Members, be
detarmined by ths Exacutive. The sole privilegs of such Junior
M-mbsrs shell be their right to take advantage of whotever facil-
ities th> Club mey offer for the study of ths German Language snd
its Litzraturs,

- Upon gttaining ths age of eightesn years, a Junior Member
shall automatically become an Ordinary Msmbar of tha Club, unless
within thre- months aftasr the attaining by him of his eéightesnth
birthday hs shall notify ths Secretary in writing of his desire
to relinguish his membsrship. If a Judior Membar decides to
reontinue as en Opdinary Membs ¥, he shall thereupon become liable
]Eixgay the annual .subscriptiou payable by Ordinary Membars of the
: WD e

8: HONOR.AY LBUBRAS: 0raiBoy Tielbors may be slected frem bime to
" time by 2 Executive.

Honorary Life Members may be elocted only by a ninetenths
mejority at a General Mesting which shall have been specially
called for that purpose, :

2 _GUESTS: Persons who are vieiting Aucklaud may be made Drdin-
ary Hotorory Members of the Club for g period not excasding one
month, provided that they shell havs baen introduced to the
Club by o finaneial memb sr.

: Mombars of .any othar German Club, who ars visiting Auckland,
may be mads Qrdinary Honorary Members of the Glub for a reriod
Lot exeasding one mouth, ;

Bach Guest or Ordinary Honorary Membsr shall skgli his name

éggbeJJ address ir ths Guest Book kept for such purpose by the
', °
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10, ZNTRANCE FEE: Persons who join ths Club before the 3lst day of
u~ust 1? € shall not bz 1liable to Pay any Entrance Fee. All

persons joinirg ths Club or or after ths lst day of Ssptember 1932

shall pay en entrance fae of £1,1.0. There shall bs. no right of

admission to the Club's premises on ths part of any intendinvg

ggdinary lismber unless and witil he shall have pald his Entrance
.73. 4 .
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Tho Exgoutive shall have pewsy to roduce ov remit thy Bitrul.
» Bo2 of auy person who joins the Club ot a tims when auy other man-
ber of his or her family is alrecdy a finaucial Ordiuory Member
Qi e v O aTia 1
« Torms> members who wish to be re~alected as Ordlucry liembers
Bhall not pay any Entrance fee.
Pargons seskihg electior as Junior Msmbers shall ltot Day
any Bntrance fas.

1le ANNULL SUPSCRIPTION: Bxcept as hereinafter set forth, thg sv.
soriptiol for Orditary Membership of ths Club shall bs &.1.0 por
anyium. Suchusubsorﬁptiou shall ba.dus and payable by an Ordinazry
Memb-1 immzdiatsly upor his elasation to Membsrship, and t@ereaftnr
anuually at the begiuning of sach financial ysar of ths Club.

Whars two or more Members of ths sams family are ab the sane
tim? Ordivary Mambsrs of ths Olub, ths oue who wos first slected
to M-mbsveship shall be subjsct to the Ordinary rules as %o ths
vaymant of subscriptions and th3 other or othors shall pay
only half thz Annual subseription.

Ordinary Mambsars whose domicils is situated mors than twendy
milss from ths Gensral Post 0ffics, Auckland, shall pay only one
half ths amount of the Annual Subsecription.

Apy Msmber who is more than thres mouths iu arrears with tho
paymast of hig Annual Subseription shall automatically cease to be
a lismbsr of the Club, but th: Bxecutivse shull have power to decide
whathsr a Meuwbership fes may bs reduced or walved, if it is cou-
sidsred that o Membsar is in pocr circumstaioss and is unable, for
ths tims being, to pay such feo.

Msmbers who intend to lsave Aucklaud for mors than three
motiths shall notify ths Seecrctuery in writing of such iutsution.

Mamb ars of ths Orchestra of ths Club shall not pay any
Eutwornes or Membership Fee » 5 : 3

Jriio -~ Members shall bay 10/6 immediately upon election, and
the2zaltor while they remain Juuior Membszs they shall pay 10/6
per aniwn at the beginning of each financial year of the Club.

12, GINIRAL MEZTINGS: Twenty meombers whe ars present at a General
lesting end who are entitled to vote shall congtitute a Quorum.

Oxdinary General Meetings shall be hald at such tims or
timss as may be determinsd by *th: Exescutivs, provided that at
least saven deys notiocs in writing of ths date, time and place of
such m3-ting shall be given to all Ordinary licmbers.

A spscial Gzpneral Mesting: may bs held at any time by direct
ion of *h> Exscutive; and such a mosbing shall be called by the
S2cr2tary within fourtesn days aftsr the rscoipt of a reogurisition
to “hat o~ffsct signed by not fewar than sovon Ordingry lMembers of
th- Club spscifying the subjsct or subjscts to bs discussed at
guch m> .ting. At least five days® notics in writiag of ths dats,
+*ims and place of a Special Genersl Mesting shall be given to
911 Ordivary Members of the Club.

18, ANNUAL METTING: Tho Anpuel Gonseral Meeting of ths 'Club shall
Hh> h3ld iv tThs month of August in saoh ysar or so soon thersaftar
as may bz reggonably possibles The principal businegss at such a
lMesting shall be th: elecktion of the Officsrs of ths Club, toget-
hay with the Auditor or Auditors, and thz oth:r ssmbers of the
Executiva.At such meeting ths Exscutive shall submit its Anoual
Report and Balance Shest. At lsast soven days® notice in writing
of the datz time and place of the Annual Generael Mesting shall be
given to all Ordinery Membars of ths Club.

. At all General meectings of ths Club voting shall be dy show
of hends; but any member present may demand & polls 4 mambar
whose subseription is dus and wnpaid at ths dats of any Gousral
#63%ing of the Club shall not be eutitled to vote at such mestinge
WG‘*igE Junior member shall bz entitled to vote at any gsueral
14, SOCI.L FUNCTIONS: The Bxecutivs shall have the sole right to
lgsus 723 Tickets Tor admission to Socials and other funetious
o0 sntortainments of ths Club.

25 AUDITO2: The Auditor shull beo oleected at ths Aunual Genasrval
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Meeting of the Club and it shall be 1:& duty to examine the
books, documents and records of the Club and to submit & report
thereon not later than fourteen days prior to the Annual General
Meeting following his last appointmsnt. No member of the Bxecut-
ive shall be eligible for appointm-ut to *hs Office of Auditor.

16, CLUB PROPERTY: All Club property, whethsr in the possession
of the sSecretary, Treasursr, Librarian, or any other member of
the Executive or of the Club, must bz handed over to the
Bxecutive on demand.

17+ RESIGNATION: Members who wish to resign from the (lub or
from ths Bxecutive shall notify th: & ¢ - - in writing of
their intention so to do.

18, EXPULSIONS: If th= Executive sh.ll at any time deem it advis-
able or expedient to expel a member from +h: (lub, such member
shall first be notified to attend besfors ths Executive on a date
appointed for the purpose, and he shall b3 called upon to show
cause why he should not forthwith be sxpslled. He may if he so
chooses, resign volunatrily. If he fails to show cause why he
Should not be expelled, ths Executivs may, after due consider-
ation, adopt such course as may sesm pronsr in ths circumstanoes
and they may forthwith expel such mombsr from ths Club.

Any membsar of the Club may be suspiudzd by the Executive fou
useemly behaviour, and such suspension shall continue for such
reriod as the Exscutive shall determine. Ths decision of the
Executive in such matters shall be final.

Members of the Club who shall bz convicted of a criminal
offence by a Court of Law in any Country shall immediately be
expelled from ths Club: and no person who has besn convicted
of such an offence as aforesaid shall be =licible for election
to membesrship of the Club.

™

/19« ALTERATION OF THE‘RﬁLES: Ths Rules of th= Club shall not be

altsred, ~d1°T Tto or rescinded except by & resolution passed at
a General Mesting of the Club by a majority of two thirds of the
Members present and entitled to vots, notice of ths proposed
alteration, addition or rescission having bssn given in the
notice of Meeting.

20 GENERAL: The Club year begins on th  1lst August of the one
year and terminates on the 3lst July of fh- following year.

Any case not provided for in thess Rul.s, or any question
arising €s to their interpretation, shall bs decided by the
Bxecutive, and so long as such decision is not inconsistent with
the general purport of ths Rules, th> decision of ths Executive
shall be final,

Ths notice required to be givapn by *hase Rules in connectio:
with any Gsneral Meeting of the Club sholl specify ths nature oi
the business proposed to be transactsd at such mesting.

The Rules shall be printed or duplicut=d in both the German
and th:s English languages and shall bs h.ndsd frses of charge

to svery financial iembsr of ths Club.
2l WINDING=UP: In the event of ths windinc-up of this Club,
tha assets of the Club shall be usad Fow tharitebls purposes.

22, SUB-COMMI TTEES: Th2 Ex-outive may from *im: to tims set up,
and in its discretion dissolve, such Sub=Committees as it may
consider necessary for giving effect té *h- objects and purpoc
of the Club. It may likewise prescribe, amsnd, add to, or canc
ths funections, powers, and constitution of such Sub~Committees,
apnd it may from tims to time appoint such il mbers of ths Club a
it thinks fit to aot upon such Sub~Committoss as aforesaid.
Members so appointed shall hold office durivng ths pleasurs of ti
Exeeoutive, Kach Sub-Committee shall hav: powar, if and when it
thinks f£it, to appeint itg own Chairmar, and it shall be ths duty
of ‘gugh Chairman to furnish, when required by ths Exsoutive so
to do, a report of the progeedings of his 3Sub~Committes,

85: Common Seal: The Common Secal of %h. (lub shall bs mnder the
custody of ths Ex-cutive, and shall b> afiixsd to documents only
in pursuance of a resolution of “th> Bxicutivs to that effect, ang
in the presence of two members of th: Er-cutive snd the Secretary
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON, 25 th November 1937

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police
AUCKLAND

JERMAN CLUB - AUCGKLAND

On the 15 th and 23 rd July lest Detective Stevenson
submitted a report covering the known activitlies generally of the German
Club in Auckland. Please have a further report submitted covering the

Club's activities since those dates.

2%%

Commlssi _onur of Police

K ' /fmc uéf./;,,(m

o r‘f{é LA é /E:G-A-l\
2) V4 : bt, 2¢2,
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Paﬁce-stauon-net”tive 0ffice,Auckland

i;pcucsnvﬂ: HEAD OFFICE \
KEPORTW' Detective|E.A.3tevenson , No. 2627

he Chief Detective,

Aucklande

300,000/10/38—11540)

relative to. Deutscher Verein (German Club),Auckland, and

suspected Nazl activities,

I respectfully report the following
additional information received from a confidential source
and partly supplementary to my report under the above
heading,dated the 15 th inst.

On page 2 of that report I mentioned
that there was periodical discord between some of the
Nazi members of the Club and that Wilhelm Fredérich
Kersten was believed to have written fto Berlin complaining
about Rurt Wilhelm Schmidb... Further to this I am now
informed that the reason for Kersten's complaint was that
he was of the opinion that Schmidt was not pushing
sufficlently the Nazi side of the German Club activities.

My informent also told me,what I believe
1s already known by the Commissioner, that a Landesgruppe
of the Germen Auslands Orgenisation has been formed,
embracing New Zealand and Samoa, and that the leader of
the group is Dr.W.Hellenthal,the German Consul at
Wellington.

As I have previousiy reported the leader
of the Auckland group,or Stutzpinkt,is K.W.Schmidt.

I em informed that when the last German
merchant vessel "Gera" visited this port some 4 weeks ago
Schmidt entertained at his home several of the leading

Nazi members of the ship's company.

Det.2627.

oA -
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Police-station Petective Office,Auckland.

0 Date: 15 th July > 1937
REPORT qf _ Detective E.A.Stevenson , No._2627

nﬂbﬂb@ fp. Deutscher Verein (German Club),Auckland - and

suspected Nazi activities.

I respectfully report the further
additional information concerning the CGerman Club,Auckland
and those connected with 1t.

I may mention that this information has
been obtalned from s source which I belleve tc be both
well informed on this matter, and reliamble snd trustworthy.

The Club now has from 100 te 120 members

and probably over half of them are British. Of the membens
Ehavlng German birth,associations or connections,the great
majority have had lengthy residence in New Zealsnd and have
évery little sympathy or definlte interest in the Nazi
iregime in the new Germany.... ZEven among the Nazl members
Ino anti-British feelings have been openly manifested,

at all events within the Club,which is the most likely
place for such tendencies to be exhibhited.

The "Reichadeutscher" - which means a
native born German'loyal to the present regime in Germany -
does not agree to the principle of German clubs.

It 1s a fact worthy of note that the

German Club welcomes British members and does not attempt

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

to discourage their attendance at Club functions.

The Germans in Auckland who are definitely
Nazis and are members of the Nazil Perty are five in number.
They have all been previously memtioned and are as follows =
The lesder,KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT and his wife HELA SCHMIDT,

The Chief Detective,

puckland. »J | [WILHEIM FREDERICH KERSTEN, end to a somewhat lessor degree -
et~ |5 37|, MAX GRAPENGIESSER and JONATHAN BLUMEARDT.?
7/)17 13 i ot it oh

There is very little political discussion

390,000/10/36—11949] or Nazi lecturing in the German Club itself and no




y

Card A

ation Polic

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassific

}’fp gd
j /7

definite endeavours are made to link up Germans to the Nazi
organisation.. Meetings of the Nazil group are not held in
the Germen Club rooms but are held in the homes of the

Nazi members.
Germans who have become naturalized citizens

of other countries are not accepted into the Nazi

organisation.
The, following are the present Executive Officers

of the German Club :-

J .BLUMHARDT esss President.
K.W.SCHMIDT eese Treasurer.
A.R.LEUSCHK eess Vice-President.
«eses Vice-President.
PETER MILLER esee Vice-President.
MAX GRAPENGIESSER esse Secretary.
E.LANGGUTH esss Life member.

In a small room adjoining the larger main
room of the German Club rooms I have recently seen a framed
photograph of the officers of the Club in 1934. The photograph
is headed "Vorstand des Deutscher Verein,Auckland,1934. |
The photograph is a group of the following :- J.Jagusch,
J.Blumhardt,¥.Grapengiesser,H.Engel,P.Miller,K.W.Schmidt,
E.Langguth,V.J.MbMillan, and J.Henniger..

Of these Jagusch is now dead, Engel is a well known musical
conductor in Auckland, and Henniger returned to Germany,vide
previous report on this matter,

Also in this room are two large framed
photographs,one ofi Hindenburg and the other of Hitler.

My informant says that there is periodical
discord between the Nazip members previously mentioned and that
they by no means always see eye to eye.. Kersten is sald
to have written to Germany complaining about Schmidt but the
nature of his complaint I do not yet know.

Schmidt,who last visited Germany in 19354,
will probably be going on another visit early in 1938.

His wife may be leaving within a month or so from now.
Ostensibly he will be going to his homeland on leave from
Pacific Potash Ltd, the firm of which he 1is the Aucgland
manager,-vide previous reports.

GUSTAV BELIN, a member of the Club who is not
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one of the Nazi group and who has resided in New Zealand for
many years,is belleved to be shortly applying for natiralization.
He 1s also said to have a brother in the Diplomatic Service

in Germany.
Concerning Secret file 37/8,re HANS WILHELM FROH,

and my further report dated 12 th May,1937.. I am now
reliably informed that this man has not been in touch with
the German Club in Auckland.. The Nazi members had heard of
him at Dunedin,but they have no idea where he is. They also
have some vague knowledge that Froh had had some connection
with Communist activities,as was also stated in Secret 37/8.
The Nazis here are disappointed with Froh's apparent lack

of interest in Nazi activities,especially in view of the fact
of his trip to Germany at the time of the last Olympic Games
in company with J.Blumhardt,which was pald for by the German
Labour Fronteesse. This foregoing information is rather
mystifying in view of the fact that on the S8.S."Canopus" on
which he is employed as a fireman Froh is known as a most
ardent Nazi supporter, It may be,of course,that Froh's ship
has never been in Auckland on nights when German Club functions
have been held.

Concerning Secret file 37/41,re paper known
as "Anglo-German Review", and Secret file 37/10/6, re copies
of magazine called "Deutsche Kolonial Zeitung'.

My informant has never at any time seen elther of these
publications in the Club or in the possession of any of the
Nazis.. He says,however,that a magazine called "Die Briicke",
(in English "The Bridge™,is regularly received in Auckland

by Max Grapengiesser,who acts as the agent. Several copies
are recelved. They come from Sydney,in which city they are
also believed to be published. They are printed in German in
one column and iIn ®pglish in the adjoining column.,

I have been informed from another confidential
source that Gfapengiesser recelves several flat backages of
literature from Australia through the Post and which do not
pay duty. They are sent to his residence at 2 Ward Terrace,

Sandringham.



My informant 1s an alert and intelligent man,
with a knowlédge of the French and German languages.
He 1s British and has been connected with the Club since it's
inceptione.. His reason for his interest in the German Club
’_J J \ is that throughout his 1ife he has had,from time to time,
Ayl : much to do with Germans, and he believes that if amicable

Iy

“ 'relations between German and British persons will help to

foster a Peeling of friendship between the two countries,
then opportunities in this direction should not be passed Dby.
Nevertheless,he says that he does not overlook
the possibility of the Club being used to cover anti-British
{‘“ activities and he says that he is watchful for this,and that
despite the fact that he is friendly with all the Germans and
largely has their confidence he would have no hesitation in
informing the authorities should he see signs of any such

activities.
Any further information which I may receive will

AV el
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be reported as instructed.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON, C.1, 8th June, 1937,

MEMORANDUM Jfor

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND,

SECRET INQUIRIZS IN AUCKLAND.

Detective Stevenson arrived hers on the 7th instant, and was

instructed to remain until the svening of the 8th idem before returning
to Auckland, i

Among secret matters which I discussed with the Detective was
thet concerning the activities of the German Club in Auckland, It is
evident from information received that there 1is a decided pro-Nazi
feeling being fostered emong German subjects resident in New Zealand, and
it is not unlikely that the Club is being used us un avenue for the
dissemination of Germen political propagandsa,

I wish this matter to receive close uttention, und desire to be
8t «11 times fully apprised of all information that can possibly be
obtained concerning it.

I appreciate that some difficulty may be experienced in
obtaining the information, and the Detective will reauire to exercise
considerable discretion, I shall be pleased if you will see that he gets

full opportunity to devote any time to this particular duty which he may
require,

ASRMf 3&2&»4ww~
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON, C.1, 18t June, 1937,

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,

AUCKLAND.

SECRET INQUIRIZS IN AUCKLAND.

There ure certain phases of the secret investigations which

are reqQuired to be made in Auckland which I wish to discuss with the
officer performing those duties, It is not convenient to commit the
full details of this matter to paper, and for that reason I shall be
pleased if you will sarrenge for the officer concerned (Detective E-.A,
Stevenson No0.2627) to proceed to Wellington at your convenience and
report to me on his urrival.,

P

Commissioner of Police.
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The Inspector, * /

Unless otherwise directed, Detective Stevenson
will proeeed to idellington by the Limited on Sunday,
the 6%th, instant, and will report at the Commissionsr's
office on kondsy morning.
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