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POLICE DEPARTMENT.,
WELLINGTON, C.1. 7th January, 1941,

MEMORANDUM for

The Permanent Head,
Prime Minister's Department,
WELLINGTON,

I shall be glad i1f you will approve of the despateh

Declassification Policy

of the attached cablegram.

!

Commissioner of Police, A

]
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Telephone No. PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.
VICTORIA 1552-3-4-3

LONDON, S.W.1.
0.F.28/7/B.22

l?fﬂovember, 1938.

Dear Mr. Cummings,

With reference to the second paregraph of
your secret letter 37/10/9, dated 12th August, 1937,
Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT did, in fact, leave for New

IS Declassification Policy

Zealand by the "Rangitane" on 10th November, 19&8.

His wife and two young dauvghters accompanied him.
During his visit to this country, whiech was of less
than one week's duration, he did not come under notice
as engaging in political activities.

Yours sincerely,

W s

\ Colonel Sir V. G. W. Kell.

D. J. Cummings, Esaq.,
Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTCN,

New Zealand.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE. =%
Detective office,
Police-station : wellington,

Date: 24th May ; 1938

REPORT ofbetective sergesnt r.Doyle , No._ 1337

e NZSIS Declassification Policy

§5The Sub Inspector,
« Detective Branch,
Wellington,

Publicly released unde

$00,000/10/56—1 1540]

relative to. XKurt Schmidt,compsny director of aucklend

leaving New Zesland.

I beg to report that tues auvove
named came under notice some tires apo 1. connection witn
his sssociation with the German Cluv &. Aucklend, and

I believe,instructions were issued vy vue commissioner
that Shmidt's movements were to ve noted and a repurt
furnished shoula he leas.e L.. Dominlon.

In checking over declarations flled in the
Government statisticlan's office toflay,I noticed one
made by Schmidt on the I2th April, 1938, when he left
by the Awatea I'or Sydney.

The declaration showed his destination as England,
but this was erased and Australia substituted.

Schmidt 1s a director of Pacific Potash Ltd, wit
offices at Auckland, and I understand he was suspected
of belng a Nazl sgent.

Detective Sergeant H537.

e .

ﬁmﬁ,m{;
; Sub-lnepeator,
33::/‘.?@ patective Branqh-

3§




NEW ZBALAND POLICH. =ty

Detective Office,Auckland.

Police-station
Dote : 16 th March 1938
REPORT ?f Dgtective E.A.Stevenson ’ Na‘%z?

fﬁkdﬁw ) KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT - leaving Auckland shortly

| on visit to Germany.

f

I respectfully report further to my
report re this man,dated the 10 th August,1937 (Secret
£11e35/569).

Schmidt is leaving Auckland for Sydney
by the "Awatea”" on the 11 th April next.. He leaves
Sydney by the "Mariposa" on the 29 th April and continues
on by that vessel via Auckland,on th e 2 nd May.

He travels across the U.S.A. by
Greyhound bus and leaves New York for Bremen,Germany,
by North German Lloyd steamer.

His tentative arrangements for his
return to New Zealand with his wife and family,as stated
in my previous report, still stand.

Schmidt remains a fervent Nazil with
a complete loyalty to Herr Hitler. However,his asctivitiles
comtinue to be confined to the German Club and there
1s no evidence that he is engaged in any activities
that are subversive of,or inimical to the laws or
well-being of New Zealand,, Nevertheless,there is no
doubt at all that he would engage in such activities
should he at any time be required to do so.

The Chief Detective, Gfm.

Aueclkl and,
Det.2627.
Jorrt? 16 He Grrroeotstonen’

TR /»‘Z’%
(J%‘ et ol

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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NEW ZEALDAND POLICE. RFe—iak

Police-station : Detective Office,Auckland

Date:_ 7 th September L1937

REPORT Qf Detective E.A,Stevenson E Ng_ 2627

o

The Chief Detective,
Auckland,

lassification Polic

Publicly released under the NZSIS Dec

$90,000/10/36—T1540]

nnhmkw 10 Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and his wife Hela Schmidts

"Vide attached”

I respectfully report that Nrs Hela
Schmidt and her two young @aughters left Auckland by
"

the vessel "Mariposa",for Sydney,en route to Germany,
on the & rd inst.

Should tHere by any variation in the
plans of Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt regarding his devarture,
as reported by me on the 10/8/37, I will report

accordingly. 5

Det,.2627.

LThdut,”
Ji=1qi=aY
ey A Lot



MEMORANDUM /for

The Superintendent of Police
AUCKLAND

s

=—SmeRma= 57 /10/9

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WEeLLINGTON, C.4, 12 th August 1937

KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT and HELA SCHMIDT

G B Doty

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

In connectlon with the projected departure from
New Zealand of Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and Hela Schmidt, as reported by
Detective Stevenson on the 10 th insbtant, it is desired that the matter
be kept further in view and reports submitted on their departure, or if

any change in their arrangements come to notice.

Vi oppg

Commlssioner of Police
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= . Detective 0ffice,Auckland

Police-station
RBPORT Qf Detective E.A.Stevenson ; No. 2627

relative 1o Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and family ; projected

temporary departure from New Zealand.

— S

I respectfully report further in
connection with German Club and alleged Nazil activities
in Auckland.

By Commissioner's Memo dated 28/4/36,
(Secret 25/569),I was instructed - "In the event of
Schmidt leaving New Zealand for Germany or elsewhere,
pleese have particulars of his booking etc forwardad as
early as possible”,

I have now ascertsined that Mrs Hela
Schm#dt,wife of Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt,and her two small
daunhters are booked to leave Auckland by the "Mariposa"
for Sydney,on the 3 rd Sept,19837.. At Sydney,they connect
with the "Otranto",en route to England and Germany.

As previously reported Mrs Schmidt is
a fervent Nazi.

Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt is booked to leave
Auckland by the "Mariposa" for Europe,via the U.S.A.
on the 2 nd May,19E8,

The whole family 1s provlsionally
booked to return to New Zealand by the "Rangitane" from
London,on the 10 th November,1938,

Schmidt is going to Germany on his
gcheduled leave from the firm by which he is employed -
Pacific Potash Litd... He last visited Germany in 19834,

(f%“&ﬁ;31h~c4n‘.
Oruckland. D e Det.2627.
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. o=sphone Nos. : BOX No. 500,

REGENT 6050,

PARLIAME TREET B.O.
B oris: MENT S ET B.O.,

LONDON, S.WW.1.

P.Ps 54350/B.18.T. 23rd April 1941.

Thank you very much for your letter No. w

of the 20th February 194l, forwarding a Police "REDU
regarding John Montgomerie HATTRICK.

Dear Mr. Cummings,

Investigations are still being carried out regarding
HATTRICE, end I will let you know the result in due course.

Yours sincerely,
for Director General Security Service.
D.d. Cummings Esqg.,
Commissioner of Police,
Wellington,
NEW ZEALAND.

MS /AW
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BOX No. 500,

SH.PHERD'S BUSH 5391.2. y g e it

ACORN 3286-7.

LONDON, S.W.1.

P.F. 54350/B.18. 18th January 1941.

Dear Mr. Cummings,

_ With reference to my telegrama D8/8/41 ‘and
DS/56/41 of the 3rd January and 16th January, &nd to
your telegram No. B.45 of the 8th January, regerding
Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT. John Montgomerie HATTRICK who
was born on the 30th Septeniber 1877 at Johnstone,
Renfrewshire, is a Director of the UNITED POTASH CO.
LTD., 112 Fenchurch Street, London, E.C.

This man first came to our notice in 1925 when a
certain Major August DIEHN, who is a known German agent
and whq assisted in fomenting a mutiny in Singapore in
1915, visited this country and contacted HATTRICK in
connection with the POTASH business, DIEHEN being Director-
General of the German POTASH SYNDICATE. /

Nothing more was heard of HATTRICK until 1937
when a German waman, Hela Elsbeth SCHMIDT, wife of the
leader of the N,S.D.A.P. Stutzpunkt in Auweckland,
arrived in this country from Sydney for one week en
route for Hamburg, giving as her address UNITED POTASH
C0. LTD., 112 Fenchurch Street, E.C. As HATTRICK was
in Australia from 1504, when he was carrying on business
in Syduney as a defler in potash fertiliser, until April
1914, and then again from October 191L until January
1917, there seems some reason for assuming a connection
between HATTRICK and SCHMIDT before her arrival in this
Cou:ﬂtry.

HATTRICK has recently came to notice again through
information received from a Mr. SAYWELL and his wife,
Mrs, Jessle SAYWELL, who live at 2a, Adelaide Mansions,
181 Queen's Gate, and who share an air raid shelter fith
HATTRICK, whose private address is also ab 181 Queen's
Gate. Mrs. SAYWELL stated that about,twentyrfive years
ago she was on her way to Australia and met HATTRICK on

board ship. He was then generally regarded as German on



Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

account of his accent and general manner, and,
acecording to Mrs. SAYWELL, was decidedly pro-
German in his outlook.

We have recently Deen in commmunication
with our representative in Australia regarding

 HATTRICK, and he informed us that HATTRICK was

brought before a military enquiry in 1916 on a
suspicion of trading and communicating with the
enemy and also evasion of censorship. We have
now written to him giving the latest information
regarding HATTRICK's activities and asking for
further details of his activities in 1916.

As Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT is now interned,
it seems advisable, in view of recent information,
to interrogate him as reguested in my cable of
16.1.41. to obtain further information in general

gbout BATTRICK. :

A copy of a photograph of HATTRICK is
attached for your information. -

Yours sincerely,
2 |
@SN

= i

Dl Jn GU.['.']ITlingS: ESQ_. E) L
Commissioner of Police, ¢
Wellington,

NEW ZEALAND.

MS/AW.
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NEW ZEALAND.

POLICE DEPARTMENT.
WELLINGTON, C. 1. 22nd February, 1941,

y

MEMORANDUM for

The Permanent Heead,
Prime Minister's Department.

I shall be glad if you will approve of the despatch of

the mttached cablegram,

the NZSIS Declassification Polic
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NEW ZEALAN 0.
e s

POLICE DEPARTMENT.
WELLINGTON, €. 1. 2lst February, 1941,

=

&)

= MEMORANDUM /fer

DC- The Permanent Head,

S Prime Minister's Department.
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8 I shall be glad if you will approve of the despatech of
Q the attached cablegrem.
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2lst February, 1941,

OH.MoS,

SNUFFBOX
LONDON.

-i_iO’I'E’. FEBRUARY WHICH OF MY TWO MESSAGES TWENTIETH 1S CONCERNED

HOMEN .

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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8. 37/10/9

20th February, 1941,

Brigedier Harker,
P+Os Box 500
Parlimt. Btaj’

LONDON,,

Dear Brigadier Harker,

Further to my cablegram of the 19th 1nstant
~.replying to your DS8/56/41 of the 16th Jenuvary, 1941, I
* forward herewith for your informetion and retention a copy
of a relative Police report.

Mr, C,A, Wilkinson, M,P,, referred to on page 3
of the report, has been seen, but states that he has no
knowledge of Hatrick over the last thirty years,

Yours sincerely;

Mssioﬁr of Polige,

h

8.5

=

k| |

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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POLICE DEPARTMENT.
WELLINGTON, C. 1. 20th February, 1941,

MEMORANDUM Jer

The Permanent Head,
Prime Minister's Department.

I shall be glad if you will approve of the despatch

of the two attached cablegrams,

1e NZSIS Declassification Policy

nels.2.

Commissi®ner of Police, Ll

Publicly released under T
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[Form No. 108,
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e
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
Subject :Kurt W¥ilhelm SCEMIDT and Hels Elsbeth SCHMIDT

109,000/3/ 40— 19783]

The Tnspector of Po

The Tnspecto Police, 0 / / ;
NEW PLYMOUTH. 0%4/ % é? xiat ’,ff

Referred for urgent and discreet /J,J I
. : : e a = / ’ — 'ﬁd
inguiTy from Hr, Wilkinson, vide page ﬂ/ / f
3 of Detective Stevenson's report. d/ A e A i

er the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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The Senior Sergeant

Please see my report attached.

Detective 7/2/41.

J e mapaston,
N
gt v o

on Gt 724




[Police—1004,

G NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
\_; Police-station : Detective Office, Hawera.
R —_—
Date:_7th. February (941,
REPORT of _ Detective. T. W. Allsopp  , No. 2638. -
relative fo_ Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT and Hela Elsbeth SCHMIDT
- agsociation with John Montgomrie HATRICK of London.
n a 1]
I beg to report that I interviewed Mr.C.A.
Wilkinson at Eltham today,?7/2/41, and he informed me that
he kmew Mr.J.M.Hatrick of London,and the person referred to
in the attached correspondence, but had not seen or had any
business dealings with him for the last thirty years.
The Senior Sergeant ¥r Wilkinson cannot in anyway assist this inquiry.
HAWERA
P B NG

Detective

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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37/10/9

[Police—1004.

NEW ZEALAND E’OLICE.

2 4 T ! Police-station : Detective Office,Auckland.
> Date: 4 th February 194 1

REPORT Qf Detective E.A.Stevenson , No. 2627

.= The Sub Inspector,
Detectlve Branch,
ﬁuckl&ndo

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

199,000/3/40—17951)

-

T

krg}afiyg /o letter addressed to Mr K.W.Schmidt,prisoner of

ar,Jomes Island,Wellington,from Mrs Schmidt,6 Martin
venue,Remuera, Auckland.

Ay T 92, AT

I respectfully report that the
result of my interviews with Mrs and Mr Schmidt on the
22 nd and 23 rd ult, was reported by me on the 29 th ult,

Mrs Schmidt is a woman of strong
character and she would not think of denying that she

is German in her sympathles,first,last and all the time.
On thinking over my interview with her she now seems

to be sorry that she might have sald something that
might in some small way assist the British war effort.

I have not intervliewed her about
the portion of her letter in which she refers to "Lilian",
#Vin" and "Bustace" as I can explain this without doing
80.

'Iilian'is Mrs Lilian DONOVAN,
'vin' is her husband Frederick Vincent DONOVAN and
IEustace! is thelr son Eustace Vincent DONOVAN.

The Donovan's rented rooms from the
Sehmidt's for some years prior to the war. Frederick
Vingent Donovan wes a member of the Gefman Club and was
one of the committee that finally wound up the affairs
of the club... He was at one time an officer in the
British Army and there is no reason to doubt that he
and his family are quite loyal.

Since the commencement of the present
war Donovan,senr. has been trying to get into the Army
here but has been refused,the reason being given him
was that he is too old.. However,he and his wife are
quite convinced that the real reason is that the Army
authorities know that he has been a member of the German
Club and that he has been friendly for years with
known Nazis - that is Schmidt and his wife.

-m’ \z""f’ Detective.
i
S e %m . .".%’JVZ‘? /( (t’f - £l L i .

174

S

>




filjssification Policy

Publicly released under the NZSIS D

37 /10/9

[Form No. 108.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subjea.-.L""_'-'_‘"”-" addressed to Mr, K.W. SCIMIDT, Prisoner of War, Somes Island,

Wellington, from ¥rs., Schmidt, & Mertin Avenue

, Remuera, Aucklaj

100,000/1/40—19783]

The Superintendent of Police
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0 Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt. It relates

) 8 metier at present under inquiry
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[Form No, 108

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Ll - =i
in Awvénue, .‘“‘“ T8

: 3 E_ .lbk.j.ﬁrlﬂ .

.
aAr - (=}
AlrS. oC

y Mr. K. W, SCHMIDT, Prisener of War, Somes Isle and,

nf Censorsi:ip,
Seen with thanks. A copy of the
translstion has been Tetained at this

P
TLLEe,

io Polfce.,
il ] f’
{ : & .

A /P

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON, C.1.

The necesgsary action

has been taken.

1‘%4/;":‘“

Controller of Censorship,
L2 l}lc

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification _Policyh;
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CoMIMION OF NEw ZEALAND.

b vy s PR v CONTROLLER OF CENSORSHIP,
CEN. 257. WELLINGTON, C.I. ¥

WMemorandum for

29th January, 1941.

m

'he Commissioner of Police,
TELLINGTCN, C.l.

Letter addressed to Mr K.W, Scimidt, Prisoner of
War, Somes Island, Wellington, from Mrs
Schmidt, o Martlu Aveuue, Remuera, Auckland.

I attachi, for your perusal, tie letter

above-mentioned witu a translation of the contents.

6 W,\/la—v“‘/:ra

Controller of Censorship.

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy
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—m [Police—100a.
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Police-station - Petective Office,Auckland.

Dote: 29 th January 194

REPORT of _ Deteetive E.A.Stevemson Np2e27

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

The Sub Inspector,
Detective Brench,
Auckland.

190,000/3/40—7951]

Lngkﬁﬁw fp Xurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT and Hela Elsbeth SCHMIDT =

ssoclation with John Montgomrie HATRICK, of London.

I respectfully report that in
accordance with the attached instructions I interviewed
Mrs H.E.Schmidt,wife of K.W.Schmidt at her home at
6 Martin Avenue,Remuera at 10 a.m omWBdnesdgythe ’ nd inst,

¥rs Schmidt answered all guestions
freely snd showed no disposition te hide anything,
She betrayed no emotion or surprise at my sudden mertion
of the name of Hatrick.. I should perhaps mentien that
I have been on quite friendly terms with both Mrs Schmidt
and her husband for the past 4 or 5 yeara. This was
brought about hy my official interest im the German Club
and local Naeis, of which Schmidt was aware.

In agreement with facts which were
known and reported at the time Mrs Schmidt ssid that she
and her two children left Auckland for Germany,via
Sydney and England on 3.9:37.. Her husband did not leave
Auckland until 2944,38 and he Joined his family in
Germany in June 1938,.. While awaiting trans-shipment
in Sydney she celled at the office of Pacifle Potash Ltd
there, where she met the manager of that branch - one
Gerard de Vahl DAVIS, whom she already knew.. Davis is
of British-Jew parentage.

Davis 18, sald Mrs Schmidt, the
atep-son of J.M.Hatrick: Davis gave lMrs Schmlidt a letter
of introduction to Hatriek and she says that that was
the sole reason that she subsequently called on Hatrick
in London.s.. She says that she saw Hatrick once only;
after her arrival in London in October 1937 she 'phoned
him at his office and then called to see him there.
Hatrick made a luncheon appointment and she was with him
sbout 1 hour.. Als present at the luncheon were
GUSSEFELT - the German representative of the company of
which Hatrick was Managing-Director and ROEDERER - the
French representative... lrs Schmidt could not remsmber
sf the name of the company.

¥Mrs Schmidt said that she had no
pnrticul;r business with Hatrick, the conversation was
very el and no national matters were touched on.
She said that Hatrick did not sppear to be at ell
pro-German.. She understood him to be British,either
English or Scotch.. He was a man getting on for 70 years
of B8ge... Mrs Schmidt did not again see any of those
present et the luncheon or anyong connected with the
company.. She wes in England for 5 deys end then left
for Germany.

Mrs Schmidt said that Hatrick had
a Jewish wife who died in Australia sbout 3 or 4 years
ago when she went there to visit her son G.deV.Davis.

¥rs Schmidt smid that Hatrick was
in Austrelias for a few years before the war of 1914-18
and,she thought, in New Zesland alsoc - in connectiomn with
potash.

(over)
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She said that she had heard from her
husband that Hatrick,since the present war commenced,
was to some extent acting for the British Government
in connection with potash and other fertilizers.

She said that GUSSEFELT had been in London
for many years; he was a man of about 40 years of age
and he seemed to be anti-Nazi,

Mrs Schmidt said that she had not heard
of Hatrick before $he received the letter of introduction
from Davis in Sydney.. She believes Davis to be an English
Jew,

I suddenly mentioned to Mrs Schmidt the
name of MAJOR AUGUST DIEHN and asked where she had met him.
She sald "I have not met him but I know the name because
he is about the most prominent man in Germany in potash -
he is behind all the French-German potash concerns.

She said that Hatrick's business was not
connected with Pacific Potash Ltd. The former was also
a French-German company sp she supposed it had also been
declared an enemy company Dy nNOW.

I questioned her closely and she showed
no resentment or national feeling. She was friendly,
she sppeared frank and I believe that she was so.
She said that if it had been anyone else questioning hér
she would have told them to ask her husband. She said
that he probably knew more about Hatrick and his business
than she did..

At 11-30 a.m on the 23 rd inst. I saw
KURT-WILHELM SCHMIDT at Somes Island,Wellington,where he
has been interned since 23.12.39.

He also seemed to be quite frank and showed
no tendency to evade questions,though actually few were
necessarye... 1 asked him if he knew a man named Hatrick.
He sald that the only person he knew of that name was
in the potash business in London. He sald he had met
Hatrick on three occasions. :

The first was in 1929 when Hatrick visited
Berlin in connection with potash and fertilizers and he
visited the firm for which Schmidt was working - akso in
the seme connection.

The second occasion was in November-December
1929 when Schmidt was sent by his firm to London for
4 weeks to work in the office of Dominion Potash Supply
Ltd with the object of gaining a knowledge of the
Australisn and New Zealand market.. Hatrick was the owner
of this business and at the same time he was the Managing-
Director of United Potash Co.Ltd,London,having been so
appointed about 1925.,. This was a Franco-British
potash distributing concern.... Hatrick's own business
Dominion Potash Supply Ltd.was wound up about 1931 in
agreement with Franco-German concerns.

Third occaesion Schmidt met Hatrick was
about November 1938 in London,when Schmidt and his family
were in London on their way back to New Zealand.

Schmidt said that all these three meetings
with Hatrick were merely business ones in connection with
the potash industry.. He sald that so far as he knows
Hatrick was an ordinary British business man, not anti-
British and"not partficularly pro-German",
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Schmidt said that Hatrick was a man of
about 70 years of age and quite ell-known personality
in England and he understood tha Hatrick had an estate
in Scotland.. Schmidt said that he had heard through
Pacific Potash Ltd.(before his internment) th& after
the present war commenced Hatrick had got permission
from the English Government to buy potash supplies
where he could get them. It was hoped to get some from
Spain and Palastine.. He had also heard that Hatrick
had been appointed in an advisory capacity to the
British Government.

Schmidt said that he believed that
Hatrick was in Australia and New Zealand for a period
of perhaps 4 or 5 years before the last war.

Sehmidt said that he has no doubt that
from London Hatrick would frequently visit Paris, Berlln
and Mulhouse (Alsace-Lorraine),the centre of the
Franco-German potash industry.

I mentioned the name of MAJOR AUGUST DIEHN
sufidenly to Schmidt. He showed no surprise and said that
he had never met him but he knew the name well as a
person very prominent in the German Potash Syndicate.

He said he was in the German Economic Ministry just
before the war commenced.

Schmidt then told me of Mrs Schmidt's
meeting with Hatrick.. This was what hls wife had told
him and what she had previously told me.

Schmidt said that Hatrick would be 1in
close touch with all fertilizer and chemical concerns
in Furope and also with Imperial Chemicals Industries.

Hatrick is undoubtedly a wealthy man,
said Schmidt; he first went to Australia before the
last war as sn adviser to the German Government on potash,
and he laid the foundations in Australia end New Zealand
for the potash industry.

Sehmidt said that in New Zealand Hatrick
knew MR.C.A.WILKINSON,(M.P. for Egmont) eand a MR.J.PATERSON,
of Paterson & Robertson, Commission Agents and Indentors,
of Auckland.

Regarding the third paragraph of the
attached copy of bablegram received from a secret source
in whieh the word "animosity" appears. Thils word does
not sppear to make sense and it seems to me that the word
should read "ostensible" or something similar.

However,I questioned both Mr and Mrs Schmidt as though
the word were actually "animosity".. They both stated
that there was no animosity or ill-feeling or quarrel
between them respectively and Hatrick.

On my return to Auckland I interviewed
on the 25 th inst. one MR LEITH NAPIER. This man 1s an
Australisn and served in the A.I.F. in the Great War.
There is no reason to doubt that he is other than a
loyal British subject... I have known for some years that
NAPIER was formerly the manager of Pacific Potash Ltd.
in Auckland.. Schmidt was dignified by the title of
Deputy Manager.. However,l have previously reported
Schmidt seemed to do very little work and actually his
job was a sort of watch dog for the firm's German interests.
He more or less kept an eye on Napier and to my knowledge
there had@ never been any love lost between the two.
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Of course, there is little doubt also
that Schmidt was in some way an agent for the Nazi
Government,

I think it was in August 1940 that
Paeific Potash Ltd., was declared an enemy company.

Napier also knows Hatrick and has met
him on two or three occasions, the last being in 1936.
He said that he understands that Hatrick is a native of
Scotland,of a German Mother and a Scotch father,

He also, said that Hatrick lived in
Sydney prior to 1914,that he was then in sole charge of
the industry,which was then purely German. That is,the
potash industry in Austrelia.

Napier said that Hatrick is now in
co-charge with a Frenchmen named A.LEBELLE of the firm
of Potash Ltd,Fenton House,112 Fenchurch St,London.

He saild that Hatrick is a man of very considerable means
and that he also makes a large sum annually in Insurance
broking... He also sald that Hatrick i1s attached to the
Ministry of Supply in England in @onnection with potash.

2 that he had heard somewhere
that Hatrick had been educated in Germany

Nepier said that Major Diehn had
frequently been in Australia and that at some period
(probably prior to the last war) he was in charge of
German shipping interests in Singapore and Shanghai.

Napier could tell me nothing definite
to indicate that Hatrick should now be viewed with
sugpicion but he gave 1t as his opinion that Hatrick
1s a man worth watching as being likely to be both
pro-German and pro-Nazi... Napier knew that Hatrick
had come under suspicion in Australia after the commencement
of the last war,

On the 28 th inst. I saw MR JAMES PATERSON
referred to on page 3 of this report. He has been a
business man in Auckland for many years and there is no
doubt he is a loyal British subject.

He told me that he knows Hatrick and
has met him on several occasions since about 1910,
He first met him through the potash industry when Hatrick
came to Auckland from Australia.. Potash in this part of
the world was then being handled by a German firm in Sydney
named LOHMANN & CO., Mr Paterson became the agent here
for potash distributed by that firm. He said that he last
met Hatrick when he (Hatrick) came to New Zealand about
1930.

Patersom said that Hatrick is a man
in his sixtBes. He believes that Hatrick was born at
his parent's home at a place called Johnston, Renfrewshire,
Scotland.. He believes that both parents were Scotch.
He said that Hatrick spesks fluent German and that he has
been assoclated with Germans since he was sbout 25 years
of age. He studied agriculture and gained some Diploma
of Agriculture which led to him getting some position
in Germeny with a German firm,in connection with potash
and other fertilizers... Paterson sald that he could
think of no reason to suspect Hatrick of any German
assoclations of an anti-British nature.
Paterson also sald that Hatrick had a close business
cohnection with a man named THOMAS (surname)a German in
the potash industry in Germany. 3’ zs ¢
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=== NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subject :

Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT and Hela Elsbeth SCHNIDT

160,008 3/ 40— 19783]

The Superintendent of Police,
AUGKLAND,

Attached is a copy of a cablegram
received from a secret source.

Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and Mrs, Schmidf
are well inown to Detective Stevenson.
Please instruct him to interview ¥rs.
Schmidt as requested.

The interview should take place on
Wednesday morning, 22nd instant. Det-
ective Stevenson is then to come to
Wellington by the 3 p.m. train on the
22nd instant and interview Schmidt at
Somes Island on Thursday morning. The
launch leaves for the Island at 9,30
a.m. on Thursday.
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ig§ioner of Police/
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The Sub Inspector, Dets.

Publicly released u der the NZSIS Declassification Policy

Repprt attached (in duplicate).

G Boronear.

28.,1.41. Detective.
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18th January, 1941.

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON,

Referring to your telegram E.L5 of January 8th, John
Montgomerie Hatrick, Director, unit with Potash Co. Ltd.,

112 Fenchurch Street (London), E.C. is under suspicion.

He has been associating for many years in business
with Major August Diehn, known German Agent, Director-General
German Potash Syndicate.

Hela Elsbeth Schmidt, wife of Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt
reported by you es fervent Nazi, contacted Hatrick animosity
connection business during visit London, 1937 while en route
Hamburg.

Hatrick went Australia, 190k, and set up business in
Sydney as dealer in potash fertilizer. Visited United Kingdom
April, 191, to see parents returning to Australia October 1.,
where remained until Januwary 17th.

Hatrick was brought before a military inquiry Australia
1916 on suspicion of trading and communicating enemy also evasion
censorship but internment question nullified by his production
of a certificate showing birth place as Scotland and witnesses
testifying he was commonly regarded as Scotch,

Can you question Kurt Schmidt and wife regarding
association with Hatrick and obtain information in general
about him.

Telegraph reply giving (agrounds) grounds (9 particulars).

SNUFF BOX
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On His Majesty’s Service.

The Inspector of Police,

P.O. Box No.

et Fealand Police Foree
(Commissioner’s Office),
WELLINGTON.

3,000/8/36—8550]






