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NEW ZEAT.AND POLICE. [Police—100s. |

Detective Office,.
Police-station :_____  "Wellington,

Date : 17th.November 1939 , /9

REPORT of Detective Samuel Craig Browne, , Np. 2865

relative to_Otto Hyman;—enquiries re present whereabouts.

"Vide attached®

I respectfully report that Otto Hyman
mentioned in the attached file is identical with Otto
Simon HEYMANN,6 Maire Street,Lower Hutt,who is registered
as an alien at Wellington,and was issued with Registration
Certificate N0.12297 on the 19th.September 1939. |

The following information was obtained
from his Registration file;-Born at Mannheim,Germany on
on'25"7/1887; height 5' 6";medium build;dark brown hair;
grey eyesj;arrived in New Zealand at Auckland on 13th.
Februvary 193%9.

His wife is Bertie Babette Heymann,who

is also registered,and he has two sons Thomas (born

the NZSIS Declassification Policy

The Chief Detective, | in Germany on 30/8/1927),and Stephen (born Germany
Wellington. 19/4/1931) all of whom reside with him at above address.
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Subject : GERMAN JEWS alleged to be amcting as esplonage agents for Germany.
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The Superintendent of Police,
WELLINGTON
With .reference to Detective
Sergeant Doylels report of 25-6-38 no fur-
ther Informetion 1s at present availlable
at thls office, but 1f he will pursue his
Inguiries as far as he finds it expedient
to do so efforts will be made to carry the
matter further at the source from which

the Iinformation emanated in the first in-
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Commissioner of Police

1-7-38 -
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE. [Fie-io |
o 2 ' Detective 0ffica,
oV P Police-station:____ Wellington,

Date:22nd angnst , 193

lgfiptjjii” gj-Detective Sergennt P.Noyle ) No._zzz7

he Inspector,
Detective Branch,
Wellington.

390,000/10/56—11940]

relative to_ German Jews 11ving abroad,alleged to bs

Beting as espionage apents for the German Nazfs.
Vide attached.

I beg to report that I have
continued enquiries in regard to this matter,but delayed
submitting a report earlier to sllow my Iinformant,who 1s
8 prominent professionsl men in this clty to obtsin what
Information he could,not only in regard to Offo Hyman
and Doctor Gabriel but other members of the Jewish
community,recent arrivals in the Dominion from G&rmany
with whom he is friendly, and so far he hes not obtained
definite proof that the German government have espionage
sgentscamong the Jews in this Tominion.

Hyman succeeded in obtalning fairly substantial
sumg of money from German interests up to &bout nine months
8go,but none of recent dste, and T am informed that further
remittences are unlikely owlng to the restrictions placed
by the Government of Garmany on Jews possessing means in
thet country.

Hyman was a prominént benker in Berlin with considerable
finanelal interests not only in that city,but other
importent centres in Germasny up to about two years Hago

when be declided to come to the Dominion, resulting in the
loss of most of his assets in that country.

¥y informant is on very friendly terms with Hyman
and has tested him with the object of ascertaining
hls attitude towsrds the Nazis,which appears to be one
of resentment if not hatred,but on the other hand,if he
were scting in the capacity of an agent,it is not likély
that be would betray himself in a statement even %o an
intimate friend In regard to his feelings towards his
employers,but at present we have nothing to sugpest
that he 1s associated with the Nazis,except that he has
in the past succeedec in obbaining remittances from that
country, when cothers have falled,but he states that the
jloney wes secured from relatives there.

Regarding Doctor Gebriel,who is adentist by profession,

I have sscertained thet he succeededyin getting nioney
from Germany through the Canadlan Pacfic Reilway in
conjunction with the Cansdian Shipping Company,whose
agents at Bamburgh are advanced certain moneys by the
German government for Jews travelling on their lines

and by some mesans,Gabriel by arrangement with friends

in Germany has had advances msde to Jews leaving the
country who 1in turn transmitted the moneys to him.

He too,appears bto have the greatest contempt Ffor
the policy of the German government in their treatment
of the Jews, end it 1is hardly likely that he would
dssist as an agent of the kind referred to,but as I hawve
stated 1t 1s not 1likely that he would express a friendly
feeling if he were acting in the capacity of an espionage
agent here.

My informent has been in touch with practically all
Jews arriving in the Dominion from overseas, and apart

from the two referred to sbove he has hed no reasons



e

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification "Pc')licy

e

tar)

for suspicion,

At first he felt that all was not well in regard to these
two gentlemen,but having had business dealings with them and the
experience of. longer friendly association,he now feels that his
suspicions were not well founded,but nevertheless,I think that if it
1s possible the matter might be carried further with the object of
ascertaining 1f there any grounds for believing that agents of the
kind referred to are resident in this Dominion, and if Gabriel or
Hyman have come under notice in that connection.

I have already cstated in my previous report of the 29th June
that I had not succeeded in locating German Jew students in thig city
coming within the category referred to in the Commissioner's
memorandum, and I am satisfied there are none.

¥ost of the Jews from Germany residing in Wellington and
other centres in the Dominion are engaged in business connected with
the fur trade, indenting agents,tailors and such like, apart from those
engaged as doctors and dentists, and I believe they are above
suspicion. :

Should any information of assistance reach my informent in
connection with the smubjecthnder review,I will be notified at once
and the matter will be reported. : '

L ' /
Detective Sergeaxt

e e — —_ —
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NEW ZEALAND POLICH. e i

Police-station : P€tective Office,Auckland.

. 19 th July

Detective E,A,Stevenson

REPORT of . Np. 2627

relative to. —posgibility of young German Jews living in

Toreign countries being used as Nazi agents.

1 respectfully report that so far as
discreetly do so I have made all
possible Inquiry along the lines intimated in the
Commissioner's memorandum,

I have been sble to

I have recéived reliable assistance

and advice from reputable members of the Jewish community

in Auckland,

It 1s estimated that about 200 German
n Auckland - city and province. The
great majority have arrived in New Zealand from Germ
since the commencement of the rigorous anti-Jewish
measures being carried out by the Nazis.

Jews are residing i

A lsrge number of these arrivals are
highly skilled professional men,who are in practise
and who have comrleted their studies and who are of
mature age.

Others are employed in various capacities
o have not obtained settled employment
sted in keeping themselves by the

and the very few wh
here are being assi
Jewish community.,

I am informed that there 1s not one
whose means of 1livlihood 1is not known to those under whose
I have been confidently informed that

the arrivals receiving money from
Germany.. It 1s considered that should this happen the
fact would become known very quickly.

aegis they are...
there 1s not one of

This matter will be kept in view in

G

Det.2627.

making future inquiries,
The Chief Detective,
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REPORT _quetectiva Sergeant P.Doyle

The Sub Insvector,
Detective Branch,
Wellington.

| = S
NEW ZBEBAEBAND POLICE. =i |

=+ Detective Office, ‘
Police-station : Wellington,

Date:_28th June , 1938

, No.__13z7

relative to_ Cerman Jews 11?Mﬂ.ﬁllﬂ.g.ad_ha_he_m_;%;-

as egplonege agents for the Nazis.,

g i
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I beg to report that I have a Jewish f
friend who is a rel#dble source of information in regard \
to the activities of Qerman Jews regident in this Dominion !

I have ascertained that he knows,and is intimate
with practicslly every Germsn Jew who has entered the '
Dominion during the pest three years,but so far he has |
not gained mny informastion that woulad suggest that the ]
Nazis heve sagants emong the Jewish community here,but there
are two German Jews who are not sbove suspicion. |

One is Otto Hyman a local sharebroker, known to me
who hss been in the Dominion sbout eightesn months.

He was formerly a prominent banker in Berlin and 1is
beliaved to have considerable financial interests in that
city from which he occasionslly recelvegd fairly substantial
sums of money, and in view of the attitude of the Nazis
towards other Jews,it ie diffcult to understand why this
man 1is not governed by the bsan imposed on other Jews in
regard to obtaining money from Germany.

It may be,of course that he is evading the
restriction in some way unknown to the Nazls,but on the
other hand he may be an agent of the kind referred to in
the Commissionern!s memorsndum,

The other is A dentist,Ductor Gabriel, who
has been in the Dominion about eightesn months,practising
His profession,but who recently paid a visit teo Germany
and onhly returnsed o' few days ago. He is now on his LS
to Sydnay end expects to return on the Ioth July and
intends starting ss sdentist at Palmerston North.

He too,hes succeeded in obtalning feirly substantial
sums of money from Germsny recently,but T am not in a
position at present to state how this money was secured.

Both men referred to have relatives in Germany with
whom they sre in constant communication, but they are not
dependent on their relatives, and so fer I have not been
able to locate Any German Jew student in this clty coming
within the category stated in the Commissionsr's
memopandum, '

Before probing further into the private 1ife of the
two men referrad to above, I wonld like to Xnow if the
secret: commnication from ebroad contdains any reference
to. German Jews in this Dominion acting es agents for the
Nezl government, apnc Af not ,would 1t be possible to
obtein that informetion.

The ‘matter is such'e delicate one, that I cannot
venture zearrd¥ing the enquiry further in regard to these
two men v on mere suspielon on account of thalr success
in obtaining money from Germany.
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“Hyman is associated with

Mr Barton late Stipendisry lagistrate,
in promoting companies, and he resides in Wellington.

He is 2 man of outstanding ability in his profession
and possesses considerable wealth, and it seems strange that he
i1s permitted to receive money from his investments in Germany,while
other Jews have to leave the country with just sufficient to pay
their fares to whatever country they are proceeding.

Gabriel is in much the same position, and apparently
no objection is taken by the Nazis to his returning to Germany
ostensibly on a business mission.

T respectfully ask for the return of this file for
further attention,with the information asked for,if it is
available,

, 7
\ AL
Detective Sergednt
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Taloxhin Wo: BOX NO. 500,
VICTORIA 1553-3-4

PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.
52/3/10/B. 2a. LONDON, S.W.1.

drd May, 1938.

Dear Mr. Cwmnings,

We have received the following information

from & refugee source;-
ja=r = The following method is 5ow being employed to bring
pressure to bear upon young German Jews living abroad to
act as espionage agents for the Nazis.

When Jews, still residing in Germany, aspply for
permission to send small monthly payments to their sons
or daughters studying in foreign countries, permission is
at firet refused.

After the authorities have caused enquiries to be
made with a view tc ascertaining whether these young
people are in a position to serve them abroad, they make
the parents an offer to the effect that money may be sent
out provided suitable 8.8. reports are deposited with the
Nazl headquarters esteblished in the country where the
students are residing.

—————

I should be grateful if you would inform me
if you obtain any confirmation of the above report.
Yours sincerely,

7 b

\_ Coleonel Sir Vernon Kell.

D. J. Cummings Esg.,
Commissioner of Police,
Wellington,
New Zealand.






