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The Commissioner of Police,

Police Department, -
. '_'I‘K _

WELLINGT

Enclosed please find copy of letter rorw'hrﬁe&,
to the Minister of Defence by Lionel H. Mollring of
Wharanui, Blenheim, relating to the activities of, and his
relationship with, the ﬁén'ﬂn Club in Auckland.

Enel, GENERAL STAFF,
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WHARANUI SCHOOL,
Private Bag,
BLENHEIM,
6th September, 1939.

The Minister for Defence,
House of Representatives,
WELLINGTON.

Dear Sir,

Owing to outbreak of war between England and Germany
I feel I must write and tell you about a German Club in Auckland
which I had joined in 1935 while a student at the Training Colle ge.
It was some months before I discovered that this "Language and
Social Club" was by no means merely a social organisation, but a
group of definitely Nazi tendencies.

However, it is more than 1likely that the Police or
Defence Department are wekl acquainted with the Deutche Verein
(German Club) in Auckland, and with its personnel. Nevertheless
in the ecircumstances, I felt I nust give you a few facts, Sir, re
this organisation to which I belonged, especially as I am sure that
no New Zealander desires to be ignorant of such an Anti-British
club in New Zealand during war time,

While a student in Auckland, 1935, I studied German
as a hobby. Thus I became acquainted with the Deutche Verein
early in the year. At first, the meetings appeared quite harmless,
other nationalities besides German being present, men, women and
young people, The evening was usually taken up with language
study, German newspapers, folk-songs (in German), and various
musical items.

Although New Zealand born, and at present a recruit
in the Marlborough Mounted Rifles, I am by blood three parts German
or Austrian, though I believe my parents had since becone
naturalised. My father's destination (he was full Germzn) has been
unknown for eighteen years.

Anyhow, unbeknown to me, certain officials in the
Deutche Verein had traced my parents, and grandparents', birth and
nationality. About five months after joining this club, I was
informed of "other" meetings. These I think were by express
invitation only, and turned out to be for "Germans only". These
were not so harmless, The "Deutcheland Uber Alles" and the "Horsst
Wessel" were regularly sung, and the Nazi badge, the Swastika, was

openly worn. The German book "Mein Kamft" was occasionally in
evidences. Films of Germany, German submarines etc., had been
somehow "procured" and were shown. Open meetings were still held

weekly, however,

By this time I began to realise that among the German
element in Auckland, Nazi propagenda was being well disseminated.
Fortunately, University and Training College exams. were rapidly
approaching, and using this as an excuse, tried to withdraw from
the Deutche Verein. This I accomplished only after much difficulty,
though the club officials always seemed to have knowledge of my
whereabouts. Considering myself a loyal and enthusiastic young
New Zealander, I had little sympathy with such foreigh political
propaganda, and the following year, when I continued my teaching
training down in Christchurch, thought no more of the matter.
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However, conditions have changed, and I would very
much appreciate knowing that the Auckland Deutche Verein were
"ear-marked" by the Government in connection with its National
BEmergency Schene,

Re the Club, the only names I can remenber are:-—

Kapitan Grappengiesser
Herr Schmidt
Herr Fischer

Membership included lawyers and barristers, photographers, and
certain other professional men,

I trust that in relating my very brief knowledge of
this Nazi organisation in New Zealand, it has in some small way,
proved of assistance. Also, I need hardly affirm that the above
statements are strictly true in every particular to the best of
ny knowledge.

I beg to remsin, Sir,
Your humble and obedient servant,

LIONEL H,E. MOLLRING
(Teacher)
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 relative to
German acti¥ities in Auckland.

Detective E.A.Stavenson

Lionel Mollring - supplies informat:

he msy return in Auckland.

Judging from the statement it i&
doubtful if Mollring has ever had any first hand :
knowledge of the Berman Club....
is in a side street.. In fact,the Club 1is situ

Queen 8t., Auckland's main atreet, and 1t always hs".;

been.

He says that he cannot state the
nature of the premises on the ground floor of the buil
It 1s QVpernmbulator shop and was so for years befo:
get to the Club rooms one
to walk quite close to the side window of the shop.

Club was commenced...

Other points in Mollring's state

were common knowledge.
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I respectfully report th&t I
read Mollring's statement and have noted the fact

He says that
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thet he msy return
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37/10/43.

POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON. C. 1.

18th September, 1939.

SUPPLIES INFORMATION

IN AUCKLARD.
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Mollring has not supplied any information

file is

MEMORANDUM for
The Surerintendent of Police,
LIONEL MOLLRING
RE GERMAN
which we did not slready have, but the
cee forwarded for

your information in view of the statement

to Auckland.

r
oner of Police. ;
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subject: NAZT ORGANTZATION. .

[Farm No. 108,

— 00

108,000,858 —8705)

The' Inspector of Police,
NELEON.

For discreet inguiry from Mr.
Mollring please.

Commissiznér of Policc-;
8. 9. 39.

A

Inspeckar of Police.

/P 7. 3%

L




NEW ZEAT.AND POLICE. [Police—1004.

Police-station : Blenheim

Date : 1l4th September . 1939

]Zlf}%)}(]”q/‘Sanior Sergeant J.Smyth , No._1647

| relative tp NAZI ORGANISATION. German Club &t Auckland.

I respectfully report that
&long with Constable D.Byrne,Seddon,I visited Wharanui to-
day,and obtained the statement of Lionel Mollring,8ole
Peacher of the School there,which hes a roil of twelve
pupils. Wharesnui is as stated about 40 miles South of Blen~-
heim and immediately on the Hast Coast. Mollring lives inl
& hut on the School-ground. He appesrs & decent young fell- .
ow,no0t financial and trying to improve himself in his pamh; 5
in life. In conversation he stated that his father man-r
aged to leave Germany before the outbreak of The Great
Wear,went to0 England where he was joined by his mother and |
later came 0 New Zealand,luring the Great War.ne was in- I
terned in this country.dhe is definite he does not know Of %
his father's present whereabouts.He also stated that his f
father would pass Tfor an Hinglishman,that he hated Germany.

If Schmidt is a&ll that Mollring;
states him to be,and Grappengiesser is sufficiently educa.tT
ed to give lessens in German,then assurredly they would

not communicate vital topies t0 suech men as Mollring,even

if he were,& @erman-born. Mollring would not be trusted

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

by educated men &s he is not the sort who could be trust-

| ed with information connegted with & Nazi,or similar organ

isation,which may be expected to control their secreis.

The Inspector of Police,
NELSON. While he is outwardly essily

t0 approach and discuss such & subject as that handled to-

day,and he appeared %o be in most points honest,l cannot

310,000/8/38—870%]
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accept his word'tnat he is unable to disclose further names.

I tried to get from him the name of the Scottish girl mentioned
in his statement,but he said he did not know her name. Also he
would be expected %0 know more by name than three,after one years
association with the Club. 4t the close of 1936 he removed to
Christchurch.

He stutes that he is endeavouring 1o return to Auck-
land.If he succeeds he is going to try and contesct with the mem-
bers of it and will disclose their gctivities. Onething is sure
that if he were to return o Auékland and resumed acgquaintenance
with the members of the Club he would be easily approsched and
eesily handled by those with & knowledge of the German Club and
may be used to advantage. Un the other hand he is at least three
parts Germen, (his mother Ifrom &n English mother %0 u German father)
he may be ssgfely leit were he is at Wharanui.

I ompiitted to mention thet he could not _ive any in-
formation of the movemenis 0f seamen from German or other ships
at Auckland,I intended to include that in his statement.

I inadvermtly wrote on the reverse side on one page

of the statement. - HIMr Brockett's name was not mentioned.

Senior Sergeant.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICH, Mo

., Detective 8ffice,Auckland.

Police-station

Date ;. € th September , 1958

REPORT of __ Detective E.A.Stevenson , No. 2627 i

relative fp. NAZI ORGANISATION.

"Vide attached"

I respectfully report that the
German Club,Auckland and the Nazi organisation has been
the asubject of regular inquiry since February 1934.

There 1s nothing in the attached fils
that 1s not already known.

Lionel Mollring is not known in
connection with the club's sctivities and he has not
been a member.. It is quite likely that he visited the
club occasionally without being a member and that he also
visited the homes of some of the German members.

The elub has,of course, now
suspended overations and its affairs are in the hands of
Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and William John MeMillan.

There 1s also no record of Mollring
in connection with Communist activities.

| In Mr Brockett's letter are mentioned
the names of"Mr Schmit anN Aucklandsolicitor"and
"an ex Gepman army officer named Graustchek or Braustchek™,

These two are without doubt
Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and Max Grapengiesser,who have
formed the subject of many reports.

SThe Chief Detecthve, &’W <Y
4\41’_\

Det.2627.
1 S¥§k4a4jt.
e
s =
Il ? q 4 < e /
Dodte e
I - M‘,/;'r;/g)
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subject - NAZI ORGANISATION,

m..,o‘w,*‘u,‘ab—t-toﬁ'l

The Inspector,

meke the necessary ingquiries,

Please arrange for Detective m

Sergeant Doyle to proceed to Masterton to

/7 / i :
,/_’4 1"\(;?‘“/ j&.]'r

r

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND,

Iz~ there anything known of
this man at your office please?

Commissicner of Pol e
| /% 4-9-39,
=~ ;




NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

L, ; Rl
Lot Detective Office,
-;._____‘!!_S.‘ y: = Police-station:______ Wellington,
: Date: 18t September 108 9
REPORT Of Datective Sergeant P.Doyle , No._ 1337

he Chief Detective,

Wellington.

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

309,000/8/35—7007]

velative to sllegei Nazi Organisation in Aucklsmd .

Vide attached letter from Mr F,G. Brockett,

I beg to report that I interviawed
Mr Brockett ot Masterton yesterday. He Is the apgricultural
erd science supervisor for t- e Wellington Education Roand,
with hesdguarters at HMasterton, and in the course of his
duties ss such,he kisits =1l schools under the control of
that Board.

M Brockett informed me that about eighteen months
ago ha paid a visit of inspection to the Wharanuil school
which is situated on the Main Road between the Seddon and
Kaikoura districts, emi about 40 miles south of Blenhelm
end ne there made the acquaintance of the sole teacher, a
Mr Mollring, who 1s believed to be a native of Auckland,
and a former Auckland University student, born of German
parents,

Mr: Mollring,in the course of conversation, megntioned
that at one time he was foollsh enough to becoms associated
with certain Communists at Auckland, ang attended theilr
meetings out of curialty,like many other students,but the
doctrine g1d not sppeal to him, and he Very scon cut adrift
from the organisation,

At some stage,he,Mollring joined the German Club at |
Aucklend, with the object of attending their soccial functionq
and improve his educatlon in . egard to the German langusage
and for some time was a regular memuer of the Club, and
there made the acaueaintance of many of the German Natlonals,
one of whom,he referred to as Shmit, an Auckland Solicitor,
but he probsbly means Kurt Schmidt a director of Pacific
Potash Ltd, who has been under notice for some time as an
alleged German agent for the Nezi's.

NMoll»ing informed Mr Brockett that he was Invited
to private meetings held at the residences of German
Nationals, which were not of a gocilal nature, but on the
contrary only matters of an international nature wg re dealt
with, and at many of these meetings voluminous correspondence
from the Nazi Government was dealt with, snd a partdécularly
anti-British feeling was manifest.

KMollring saig that the meetings were so freguent that
he found it aifficult to obtain permission from the organizen
to attend lectures at the University, and finally he seVered
his connection with the organisation altogether.

Mr Brockstt informed me that he had intended conveying
this information to the Commissioner sooner,but thought that
the Depertment was already aware of the position, and on |
that account refrained from doing so. Thare 1s nothing
in sddition to what he has already illustrateq in his letten
that he could convey to me, and I therefore desmed 1t
insdvisable to take a written statement from him.

I mad ' enguiries at the Wellington Education Board's
office this morning, end wage informed thet Mollring was
st1ll sole teacher at the Wharanui school, and that his full

name is Lionel Mollring,




~ Mr Brockett informed me that he does not anticipate any
difficulty by the Police in obtaining the true position from .
Mollring, who is a particularly dec 8 young fellow,who apparently
regrets having had any dealing with?@rganisation in Aucklamd, and

may not be necessary for the interviewing officer to make any
refierence to the information having been supplied from this source
should any difficulty arise,Mr Brockett's name § be mentioned.

It will be necessary to obtain the fullest possible informa
concerning the members of the organisation, and where the meeting
took place, those present , and the business transacted at every
meeting, and the nature of the correspondence dealt with, and any
other matters associated with it which may be of any importance.

Wharanui is in the Nelson Police distric
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122 Cole Street
masterton
29.8.39
The _ommissiomer of colice,
pear >ipr,

Certain informstion has reached me sbout German Nazi
activity in Auckland, and for all I know, in other places as well,
which 1 think I ought to ~ass on to you, thongh it is highly »robable
that you slresdy know more aboui itu than 1 do.

My information came from « young man of German exiraction who
became involvea in the Nazi orgenisalion and who nad some diffieuliy in
getting oni of it. .

The organisation is an oifshoot of the —erfectly harmless Jerman
Glub, waich a~ears to be ~urely & social concern, but ~rivaie meet-
ings are held by certain of the members who are more interested in the
welfare of Jermany than of Eritain. 1 &m inforﬁoi yhat.the inside members
are in close touech witn Cermany and have their instruetions in case of war
between Britain and Gerwsny. I doubt wheiher these ~econle couid do
very meh real harm bnt they cunld pecome a nuisance in war time.

The only names 1 know in ecnnectiion with the business are a Mr
Sehmit (t) an aueklaned solieitor, and an ex German army vificer named !
Graustchek or brausichek or some sémiler sounding name, who gives “rivtt_-_a-‘
lessons in the German langnage. It was through the latier that thwm my
informant became connected with the organisation.

Whble not wishing to be thonght an alarmist, 1 thouzhk it best to
~ags on to you the little I know, ~artieulakly as tne organisation is

bound to we re-resented in other centres bpesides Anckland.

x ones Sineerel% '






