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e NEW ZEALAND POLICE. @l

Police-station: P2 tectlive Offlce,Auckland,
Date: 5 _th April 193 ’}

REPORT g¢f betective E.h.Stevenson , No. 2627

b30 $ ok : ‘,I respectfully report that I have
neted the informebion contslned in the stbachad Memo .,

W.KERSTEN is WILH] FREDERICH KHRSTEN who: was previousgiy
reported upon. Although the Memo stetes that he has '
rasigned r:ff‘*.ce in the Stutzpunkt of the German Glub
Auckland,ne 1§ still residing bers. g

On the LO th Feb,l8937 he was granted permisslion to remain
permenently in New Zesland.

He 1s qt'!lj employed as & leather expert by Lee and
Arlington, MG, Panners,of Otahubu.

He Ts now residing at 92 whebturangl Rd,Auckland S.E.4.

KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT is still in business 1n Auckland end
resliding at the same address. As far as I can mscertain
he has no immedlate intention of leaving New Zealand,

he Chief Da tactive; (%ﬂm.

ucklsnd., [ -f.,_, W Det.2627.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT, 5

WELLINGTON, C.1, 19th February, 1937, 5

MEMORANDUM Jfor

The Superintendent of Folilce,
AUCKLAND.

GERMAN ACTIVITIES IN NEW ZEALAND.

In connection with the activities of the German Club at Aucklaﬂd;
the following information, received from a secret source, is forwarded =
for your informetlon:-

" (1) A. Landeskreis is to be constituted for New Zealand &nd !
Samoa and it is to be under the leadership of Parteigenosse (Party {
Comrade) W. HELLENTHAL. A Lendeskreis 1s a branch of the Party organis-
ation similar to a Leandesgruppe, but on & somewhat smaller scale,

(2) W.KBRSTEN,who was mentioned in my letter OF.22/7/DS.7a,
dated 7th March 1936, has resigned his office as Presseleiter and Funk-
stellenleiter (leader for Press and Wireless) at the Stutzpunkt Aucklan@
but we do not know who 1s taking his place.

(3) Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT continues to be Stutzpunktleiter, and
he 1s also carrying on the duties of Wirtschaftsstellenleiter (leader
for commercial and economic affairs). In this capacity he has been:
sending a number of reports to Germany regarding the openings for German
trade in New Zealand or the difficulties in the way of Introducing
various Germen articles, These reports are generally of such a nature
as might be furnished by a Chamber of Commerce, but it is a point of
some interegn that the Party organisation as such usurps these functionn
to itself.

W.Hellenthal is no doubt identieal with Dr. Walter Hellenthal,
Consul for Germany, who resides at 160 Woburn Road, Lower Hutt, and
arrived in New Zealand on the 12th April, 1936.
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Detective 0ffice,
Police-station: Wellinegton,
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The Sub Inspector,
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relative to alleged German Party Organisation sctivities

in New Zesland,under the leasdership of W.Hellenthal.
Vide Commisgionerts memorandur 37/I0 attached,

I beg to report that I can find no
evidencs of the exlistence of a branch of the organisation
" Landeskreis” in Wellington,or anything to suggest that
activities of an unfriendly nature on the part of the
German residents here is in operation.-

It 1s,however, belleved that the German Consul &at
Wellington,Doctor Walter Hellenthal is in touch with
every loyal German resident of the Dominlon, and that
in the event of Germany declaring war, the male population
of the Dominion of military age would be utilized for
service. I have been Informed that his activitles 1n this
direction sre conflined to German born clitlzens, but he 1s
In elose toueh with all Germans, whether born in Germany
or ~lsewhere,

I have no doubt the W.Hellenthal referred to in the
Commissioner'!s memorandum is identieal with Do.tar Walter
Hellenthal,German Consul of this city.

The latter is believed, to bs identical with the great
Germen airman of that name, who operated on the Western Fron
with disastrous results to the Allled Forces engaged in
hostilities with Germany during the great war.

He is s Doctor of Philosophy, and a men of most
courageous character and a strict adherent to the Hitler
doctrine.

He arrived at Auckland from Sydney on the I2th April,
1936, ecétompaenied by his wife and daughter Eva Maria and
a nurse Kate Banger, A letter from the Trade and Todurist
Commissioner at Sydney to the Comptroller of Customs
requesting the waiving of restrictlons, as is done in all
cases of Consuls entering the Dominion,is the only record
in the possession of the Customs authorities regarding this
man, and the Internal Affeirs Department have no records
dealing with him,

I have besn Informed confidentially that Hellenthal
and the Italian Consul at Wellington recently made
representations to the Prime Minister regarding the
operations of Communists in New Zealand, and suggested
means of putting a stop to their activities, and that the
Prime Minister resented interference from the representative
of foreign countries in & matter of this sort.

I believe a file in connection with this incident was
referred to the Crown Law 0fflice for an opinion as to the
standing ofthese gentlemen in the cormunity,but it is not
suggested that the file contains anything of interest
regarding the previocus history of Dr Hellenthal,

Hallenthal is regarded as the most enthusiastic
worker as a Consul in the interests of hls country

| abpointed to this Dominion.
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(2)

It can be taken for granted that the teachings of the Nazi Party
and loyalty to Hitler by Germans residing in this Dominion will
be encouraged by Hellenthal,but it will be most difficult to
secure any evidence of his fostering Party Orgenisations of the
kind referred to, as he is too shrewd to leave himself open to
censure while a guest of the Dominion,

Hellenthgl's staff has been recently strengthened by the
addition of a Secretary,Hubert Kessels from the German Legation at
Dublin,who arrived in the Dominion on the I8th January last.

The latter is regarded as a man of outstanding aebility with a
brillisnt war record, and his appointment is regarded as significant
in view of the activities of the EHazi Party throughout the world
and the fact that Hellenthal's predecessors were without the
services of a German Secretary, who is in reality an assistant
Consul.

I would suggest that a request be made to the uswal source
f or information regarding the history of Kessels, and if his
appointment to the Dominion is regarded as having any connection
with the proposed Landeskreis to be constituted for New Zealand.
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Should I succeed in obtaining any evidence of the activities
of German Party Organisations in the future,I will report
immediately., 5 D

Detective Sergeapt 133%7.

%’/'Z& W

a gub-Linspect

techive Brasch.
Det ;ﬂk; 1 ‘g'ﬂ
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON, C.1. 19th February.

MORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police, .
WELLINGTON. ;

GERMAN ACTIVITIES IN NEW ZEALAND.

In connection with German activities in New Zealand,
report has reached this office in which it is stated that a
1s to be constituted for New Zealand, and is to be under
of W. Hellenthal, A Landeskreis is a branch of the Party orgen
similar to a Landesgruppe (The Headquarters Orgenisation of the

a forelgn country), but on a smaller scale,

It is not known who W, Hellenthal is, but he may be ide
with Dr. Walter Hellenthal, the German Consul in New Zealand,
arrived here on the 12th April, 1936 and is residing at 160 Woburn
Lower Hutt, ;

Flease cause discreet inquiries to be made and a report

submitfed showing what can be learned of the existence of such an
orgenisaetion, and what is known of Dr, Hellenthal.,

 Sab- Taspectahy
Petactive
peg 24t
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BOX NO. 500,

\rmwonn R PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.,
OF.22/7/D.3. 72. LONDON, S.WW.1.
F"; 6th January 19357,

Dear Mr. Cummings,

,' We have received the following minor details of -
! information regarding the N.S.D.A'P. which may be of interest to you:- ,1‘;
| !

. 1) A Landeskreis is to be constituted for New Zealand

and Samoa and it.is to be under the leadership of Parteigenosse (Party
comrade) W. HELIENTHAL. A Landegkreis is a brench of the Party ,
organisation similar to a Lendesgruppe, but on a somewhat amaller ¥
scale. h
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e e Wedomthzownhow.mia,butwahave

n previously heard of an individual named HELLENTHAL who, as German

% Consul in Adelaide, wns very active in commection with Nazi propagands
_ in Australia, snd possibly he may be identical with the man who iz now

8 : to be the leader for New Zealand ani Samoa. The HELLENTHAL who was
A | Consul in Australis visited New Guinea in August 1936, vhen the Cerman

| Consul-Ceneral in Sydney denied that his visit had anything to do with
(p) political or national affeirs. I understand, however, that HETLENTHAL
(7) \ was warred by the Minister for External Affairs in Australia on account
N of his activities in Adelaide.
2) W. KERSTEN, vho wes mentioned in my letter OF.22/7/PS.7a,

(D) dated 7th March 1936, has resigned his office as Presseleiter and Funk- !
= stellenleiter (leader for Press ard Wireless) at the Stiitzpunkt Auckland,

e but we do not know who is taking his place.
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3)  Kurt Wilhelm SCEMIDT continues to be Stitzpunktleiter,
and he is also carrying on the duties of Wirtschaftsstellenleiter
(1leedexr for commercial and economic affairs). In this capacity he !
has been sending a nunber of reports to Germany regarding the openings L |
for German trage in New Zealand or the difficulties in the way of |
introducing various German articles. These reports are generally of such
a nature as might be furnished by a Chamber of Commerce, but it is a
point of some interest that the Party organisation as such usurps these
functions to itself,

I shall be grateful if you can let me know who
Y. HELIZNTHAT, is,

Yours sincerely,

'{_”‘_"_E'j_é'_“'#ﬂ(

7& Colonel Sir Vernon Kell.

| D.J." Cumnings, Esg.,

Comissioner of Police;

g Johnston Street, . 4
Al We'llington- N.Z. . - :.






