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NEW ZEATLAND

>

- Police-station .Detective Office,Aucklend

- 'B.‘ " .
.35/569 Date:_ 7 th July ., 1936

REPORT of _ petective E.A.Stevenson AN 0. geis s

| Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

The Sub Inspector,
Detective Branch,
Auelclend,

va%l

rvelative to _Deutscher Verein (German Club) Aucklend.

"vide stteched"

I respectfully report that in accordance
with the Cgommissioner's memorandum ettached dated 28/4/36
1 have continued to keep the matter of the German Club
constantly in view.
Gatherings of the Club asre held regularly in thelr rocms
at 313 Upper Queen St,every Thursdaey night but these seem
to be slmost soplely of & sccizl nature.
I have two or three relisble informants who are closely
in touch with the Club snd who usually attend the
functions,but these informents are not Germen natlcnals
or Negis end ere therefore not in a position to know
anything definite sbout possible Nazi,or pro-German,
or gnti-British talk or sctivities.
on 18/5/36 Mex Grapengiesser stated to one of my
informants that the Club seemed to be brea king up,
eapecially the Nezl activity end sentiment. He ssid that
K.W.Sehmidt was getting unpopulsr in the Club and that 4
his inflvence seemed to be waning.

J.Hemniger,referred to in the Commissioner's Memo of
BE/4736, 1eft Auckland for Germeny early in 1935,vide
4 th paragreph of my report dated 31/10/35.
W.Kerston,referred to as the President of the Club is 2
elm rederich Kersten, s German who arrived at Auckland
on the "Wenganella" from Sydney on 30/1/35 and was
permitted to land in New Zesland on & temporary permit.
Kersten is supposed to be & dye-tanning expert and had
previously been employed at Melbourne.. He was brought
to New Zeeland by Mr.Lawry,of Sutherlend & Co.,tanners,
Cook St, Aucklend end Mr Lewry peid the £10 Customs dep0511

_"\'

When Kersten landed at Aucklsnd from the "Wengsnella" he
was first driven to Leuschke's hcuse at College Hill and
from there was teken to Schmidt's house at Remuera.

He seemed to have some previous knowledge of them before
he arrived here.

Kersten wes with Sutherlend & Co until about the mifdle
of 19365;:there wes then some dissgreement snd he left their -
employ.. S8ince then Kersten hes been employed by Lee &
Arlington,tanners,of Otahuhu.

Appsrently Kersten's Temporary Permit was extended by the
Minister of Interngl Affsirs,though the Collector of
Customs at Aucklend has no knowledge of this.
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Kersten is ssid to be & very strong Nazi. He is about 45 é
years of age,a little over medium height,well built,

gbout 12 stone, inclined dark cumnlexion- hes a strong g
German accent. f

e

s the wife of K.W.Schmidt. She is said to be sn even '
more fervent Nazil then her husband. o

i1
8

3
Hels Schmidt,also mentioned in the attached Memorandum, { f
d

J.Blumhardt,the Librarian of the Germsn Club,is mentioned 5

in ny report of the 1/2/36. Fe left Auckland ghout a



Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy'

a month ago on a visit to Germany,- vide the attached
newspaper extract.. His name appears in the Electoral Roll
so he is presumably a British subject,either by birth or
naturelization.

Frau A.Langguth is the wife of Mr E.Langguth,well known
in Avckland for many years.. They are both naturalized
British subjects.. They are not ardent Nazis.

On 1/5/36 I had an excuse to visit Schmidt in his office
of Pacific Potash Ltd. As usual,both he and his office
seemed singularly devoid of business.

In casual conversation he told me that he gets leave,
presumably from Pacific Potash Ltd,- every 4 years and
that his next leave is not due until 1938 and that he does
not entigipate leaving New Zealand again before then.

At present I have nothing further to report on this matter;
it may be considered that Secret file 36/204,re HUGO EUGENE
FISCHER,reported upon by me on 19/6/36,has some connection
with the subject matter of the present file.

The matter will continue to receive close sttention.

Det.2627.

Sus-Tnsercror oF Poricy
(Detective Branch ), ‘\Q‘?‘)%
AUCKLAND. 4 S%\’
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"auckland Star"
26/5/36

"TO BERLIN.

GERMANS FROM N.Z.

FOR THE OLYMPIC GAMES.

GESTURE TO THE WORLD.,

As a reward for their efforts to foster
the love of the Fatherland among the
German community of New Zealand,
two loyal German citizens will be
enabled to pay a visit to their home-
land on the occasion of the 1936 Olympiz
Games, to be lield in Berlin from August
1 to August 16. The trip has been made
possible. by a = world-wide scheme
organised by the wealthy German
Labour Front, the federation of the
former German trade union system,
which has made a decision to bring to
Germany on that occasion 400 loyal
Germans from every country in the
world where there are German people.
Owing to the small number. of Germans
resident in New Zealand in comparison
with other countries, there will be only
two citizens sent from this Dominion.

The two fortunate people from this!
ountry have already been chosen and
will Ieave for Berlin on June 6. They:
re Mr. K. Blumhardp, librarian of the!
‘German Club in Auckland, and Mr, H.'

{IW. Froh, secretary and founder of the

(German Club in Dunedin. Both have
done much for their countrymen in New
Zealand. The German Labour Front is
‘g. very powerful organisation which has
set itself to attend to the propes
ZTecreation of the people as  well as
ttending to their interests as far as
abour conditions are concerned,

The importance with which the coming
games are regarded by all classes of the
German people is shown by the intense
interest manifested in their organisation.
Pamphlets bearing the symbol devised
by the German authorities to represent
the union of nations in sport have been
printed in different languages and dis-
tributed throughout the world, in pursu-
ance of the policy to make this series
of games the most successful ever held.
The international symbol consists of five
interlocking circles about an inch in
diameter, each representing one of the
five continents. In a short introduction
to every pamphlet is stated the deter-
mination of the German nation to ensure
that visitors will carry away with them
a;:x unforgettable impression of thejr
stay.
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"puckland Star"
16/6/36

MUCH CONCERN.

Nazi Menace in South-West
~ Africa.

PRESSURE ON NATIONALS.

(Received 10.30 a.m.)
LONDON, June 15. |

The “Morning Post” Johannesburg
correspondent says the Nazi menace in
South-West Africa is becoming more
and more insistent. Trade between the
Gterman and South African sections of
the population is almost at a stand-
still. Moderate Germans, he says, are
being coerced by Nazi agents, who
threaten them with punishment, even
with death, when the colonies revert to
Germany, which they declare is inevi-
table.. The system of spying is SO
perfect that ever{ dmovement of the
erates is reported.
m?lgecruiting forpthe German Army con-
tinues despite public protests, German
‘have been instructed mot to wuse tl}
| Government. Law Courts but to submi
‘their disputes to special Nazi arbitra
tion tribunals. If the contestants refuse
to accept the decision the papers are
sent to Germany for final judgment. A
flood  of films, pamphlets and other

propaganda is being distributed widely.



28th April, 1036,

Colonel Sir Vernon G,W.,Kell,
‘Box No., 500,
n_:mme Street, B,0.
London 8,%W.I1.

Desr Sir Vernom,
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I ot epologise for delsy in acknowledging your

letters of -the 7th Februery and 5rd ultimo,regarding the National
1!1;!! Deutsche Arbeiter .nrui.wl‘h pearticular reference

:h- orge tnhm as Deutscher usbelms{:rmen Club) situated

1‘p no evidence that the latter orgenisstion i1s
) any extent,nor is there any stion that the act

ub lay eny marked nnu-d!ﬂ.tll feclings,but it
the Clud h definitely politicel and moet pmm;x
pro Wazi g gsentiment snd policy.
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'rh_e German Club helg a muorn;l. "rmm
.: &;R. Lqulﬁm th. Pﬂﬂid&nﬁ of thi 31 hc
present at the ceremony, NrK.W,Schmidt was p
- but remained in the back ground and took no part

~ proceedings,
' “'1t 1s bollwod that he dipqpﬁﬁcd of the

SRS The action of the 0 men, er
e would luggut that they do hold enti-British sentiments.
oy _ The number of German uutiomla in New z%nlnnd is

lpprg_ _;__',‘___'b-;l'x 400 and the nurber of naturalised persons born in
T ' It is very aifficult to assess the proport!.on of tl:nn b

. “,l ;
i L

;__F likely to be sympathetic towards the Nazi movement,but past
S has taught us t re are few German born persons who are not
CI_ ; of the German patriotic spirit, and it can be safely sssumed ¢ b

large proportion,if not all of the German Nationals resident hgm. 0
be strong adherents of the Nazi doctrine,
So fsr as naturslised British subjects of Germsn descent
concerned,it has to be understood that great care is exercised
selection of those naturalised,but even so there is certain t
small percentage who are ukol to be influenced by German pr
The sctivities of the Deutscher Verein9Germsn Club
Aucklend will be kept constantly in view, snd any additional
obtained forwarded to you.
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BOX NO. 500,
Telephone: No.:
YIUTO%/&BB«W -3-4 PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O..
7a,

LONDON, S.W.1.

ord March, 1836.

olicy

Dear Mr. Wohlmann,
With reference té my letter OF.22/7/DS.7a., dated
7th February, 1936, regarding the National Sozialistische
Deutsche Arbeiter Partei, it might help to put the matter
in correct perspective if you could give some details regarding
the number of Germans in the country and the proportion of them
who appear likely to be sympathetic towards the Nazi movement,
Another important aapectlof the matter is the question
of the extent to which naturalised British subjects of German
descent are likely to be influenced by German propaganda.

Yours sincerely,

’(,L

Colonel Sir V.G.W. Kell.
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W.G. Wohlmann, Esq.,
Commigsioner of Police,
Wellington,
New Zealand.




! ’ BOX NO. 500,

1 Telephone No.:
VICTORIA 1552-3-4 PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.,
OF. 227 )08 . Ta.

LONDON, S.W.1.

"[" February, 1936.

Dear Mr. Wohlmann,

¥With reference to the note on the Auslands Organisation
of the National Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter Partei sent to
you with our OF,22/7/DS.7a., dated 24,7,35,, it is proposed to
bring our information on this subject up to date.

I shall therefore be grateful if you will kindly let
me know whether you have obtained any further information about
the organisation in your jurisdiction.

Yours sincerely,

L Colenel Sir V.G.W. Kell.

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

W.G. Wohlmarm, Esq.,
Commissioner of Police,
Wellington,
New Zealand.
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: f

¥ STATISTICS, WELLINGTON.”

LETTERS TO BE ADDRESSED
“THE GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN,
WELLINGTON.”

DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND.

CENSUS AND STATISTICS OFFICE,

WELLINGTON, ( e s

27th April, 1936.

THE COMMISSIONER CF POLICE,
WELLINGTON .

In response to a verbal request I attach
hereto a statement showing from lst January, 1923,
naturalization, migration, and deaths of Germen
Nationals (or alternatively persons born in Germany).
The figures for 1935 are not yet available. The
number of German Netionals on the register, under the
Registration of Aliens Act, was 742 (males 438, females
304) at 31st December, 1G22, As yourare aware this

Act was suspended in August, 1923.

GOV ERNIERT STATISTICIAN. —~

EN CL H



Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

NEW ZEALAND

NATURALIZATION
Year Males
3028 % 27
1924 29
192 ob)
192 24
162 20
192 15
1629 !
1930 5
1931 o
1932 5
1933 4
1934 5
x The figures for this year
DEATHS
Year Males
1923 5L
1924 43
1925 - 44
1926 45
1927 36
1928 43
1929 61
1930 46
1931 28
1932 33
1933 40
1934 38
MIGRATION

Immigrants intending
permanent residence

(persons born in Germany)

Females Total

L oHEFE 3

220

are German Netionals Naturalized

(persons borm in Germany)

Females Total
84
2 64
20 64
24 69
22 58
24 67
20 81
39 81
16 47
17 50
17 5T

29 .
BT

(German Nationals)

New Zealand residents
departing permanently

Total Males Females Total

Year liales Femles
1923 1 4
1924 5 10
192 7 6
192 4 4
1927 4 9
11928 5 7
1929 4 2
1930 8 4
1931 4 1
1932 Ty 1
1933-34(15 months) b6 4
1934<35(12 months) 13 12

Census & Statistics Office.
WELLINGTON, 27th April, 1936.

5 2 2 4
15 3 1 4
lg 1 } 2

9 - 3 3
12 - g 1

6 > 3 v
12 2 - 2

3 3 4 7

2 - i 1
10 4 . 4

12 % ff;/’
é GOVERNMLI\‘T b'.I'A"‘I STICIAN.

———— ey
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BOX NO. 500,

Telephone: No.:
VYICTORIA 1552-3-4 PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.

OF,22/7/18.7a. LONDON, S.W.1.

Dear Mr, Wohlmann,

You may care to have the following small details regarding
N.S.D.A.P, activities in Auckland if the facts are not already
known to you. /

1) It seems that J, HENNIGER, who was formerly correspondent
for the Stltzpunkt of the N.S.D.A.P. in Auckland, has been replaced
by M. MIESEB, who is also Obmann of the Deutscher Verein, of
2, Ward Terrsce, Sandringham, Auckland, S.2. This individual has
apparently been interesting himself in the 'Gentiles Movement',
about which he has been in correspondence with a Mr, W,H, FEATHER+
STONE of Robinson Street, Cambridge, Waikato, New Zealand,
GRAPENGIESSER appears unimpressed by FEATHERSTONE and his movement
and has decided to discontinus the correspondence. With what
object he originally got into touch with FEATHERSTONE is not clear
except that the Auslands Organisation of the N.S.D.A.P. in Berlin
apparently wanted to know something about it.

2) The Stlitzpunktleiter in Auckland is K,W. SCHMIDT and the
Pressedienstleiter is W, KERSTON." Other sympathisers or Party
members appear to be Hela SCHMIDT, J. ELUMHARDT and Frau A. LANG-
GUTH., "

5) The local paper, "Die Brficke", is said to be entirely in
line with the present régime in Germany. The editors are the Bund
des Deutschtums in Australia and New Zealand and the German
Australian Chamber of Commerce in Sydney.
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Yours sincerely,

TARE

V.G, Wohlmann, Esqg., \.» Colonel.Sir V.G.W, Kell.
Commissioner of Police,

Wellington,
New Zealand.
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In any reply, please
quote this nmber :
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON,

28th April,IS3c.

The Superintendent of Police,

Aucklend,

Deutscher Verein (Germsn Club)

The information contalned in Detectlve Stevenson's
report of the Ist February has been noted.
It 1s desired that the activities of the German Club

be kept constantly in view, snd any additional informatiﬁn obtained
forwgrded to ‘this office,

It would sappear from confidential information receivcd here
‘that some changes have recently taken place in the executive of this
Club,

It seems that J.Henniger who was formerly correspondent for the
Stutzpunkt of the N.S.D.A.P. in Auckland has been replaced by
M.Grapengliesser of 2 Ward Terrace,Sandringhsam.

The Secretary in Auckland is K.W. Schmbdt and the President
W.Kerston.
Other sympsthisers or Pamnf members appear to be Hels Schmidt,
J.Blumhardt and Frau A,Lsngguth.
In the event of Schmidt leaving New Zealand for Germsny,
or elsewhere,plesse have psrticulars of his booking etec forwarded aas
esrly ss possible.

P77 1.5 3 S

Commissioner of Police.
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0{;‘_.: NEW ZEALAND POLICE. /3
—emommn—5/560 Police-station Detective Office,huckland
Date: 1 st Februsary 183 6 )
REPORT of vetective E.A.Stevenson S0 2EE TR

The Sub Inspector,

|Detective Branch,

Auckland.

300,000/8/35—7007]

velative t0  Deutscher Verein (German Club) Auckland.

_"vide attached"

I respectfully report that as far as
possible T have contimued to pay attention to the activitles
of this Club but there is little additional information to {
report that is of interest to the Department.

Attached hereto are a few newspaper cuttings relevant to
some of the public activities of the Club.

Since November last the German Club has had it's own
Clubrooms in Thompson's Bdg, 313 Queen St.(Z2 doors above
the Town Hall).

Following are the nsmes,addresses and occupations of most -
of the leading members of the Club. : 1

LEUSCHKE,Arthur R. Club President. 15 England St.Ponsonby.
Bacon curer.

MCMILEAN,Williem John. Vice-Fres. 1043 Great North Rd,

| SCHMIDT,Kurt Wilhelm. Treasurer. The leading spirit in the

Pt.Chevalier. Wes a land agent until
1934 ,now scting as a sort of general
agcnt for Mr Jordan,of Armstrong,
Dignan and Jordan,Barristers & Solictu‘
Is sald to be a Justice of the Peace
but I can find no definite record of
this... I am also informed that he
fought in the New Zealand Forces |
during the Greast War. He is about |
42 years of age. He spent his boyhood
in Germany and this probably accounts |
for his connection with the Club. |
I can obtein no information to show
that he has enti-British sentiments.

1
|
|
|
|
d

Club's ectivities. 1B a Rangitoto Av.
Remuera.. Asst.Manager,Pacific Potash
Itd. Smith's Bdg.Albert St. j
il

| GRAPENGIESSER, Max . Secretary. Is the caretsker of the

German Club's rcoms at 313 Queen St.
and resides there.. Relief worker.

MILLER,Peter. Viece-Pres. Relilef worker.

BLUMHARDT, Jonathan. Librarian. Ash St. Avondale. Retirad.

BAIN,Dudley Watson. Executive member. & Sesfield View Rd.
Grefton. Commercial artist.

I

g

!

ENGEL,Henry C. Vice-Pres. Wallsace Rd.Msngare.Muaiciau4
i

|

|

H

HAGEN, Ot ter.
correct name FALKENHAGEN. Exectitive member. 3 Kenyon Av.

Mt .Eden. OCook at Grend Hotel. J
HUBRICK, Carl. Executive member. 32 Altham Av. A

Sandringham. Manager,Nikeu Bacon Faetaﬁ

oy



ZIMMER,A. Executive member.

LANGGUTH,E. 6 Clonburn Rd.Remuersas. Merchant & Importer,
REIMANN, G. 176 Hobson St. Tailor.

BLUMHARDT,David. Whangapei. Retired farmer.

SMITH, Harry. Brandon Rd.Glen Eden. Porter,Hotel Auckland

BUCKLAND, John Harold, 36 Arney Rd.Remuera. Merchant.

RICE,H.

As shown by the sttached newspaper extract dated the 31/1/36
the German Club held a memorial ceremony for the lete King
George V. Mr A.R.Leuschke,the President of the Club,though.
in Auckland was not present at the ceremony.

Mr.K.W.Schmidt was present at the ceremony but remsined in
the background and took no part whatever in the proceedings.
I am configentially informed that Schmidt appeared to
disaepprove of the ceremony.

The action of these two men under the circumstances would
seem to show that they do hold anti-British sentiments.

At any meeting or activities of the German Club it is most
unusual for Schmidt not to take a prominent part.

As yet there is no further information to suggest that
Schmidt intends leaving New Zealand.

| %W ‘ éDe.t.262’7. ’
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+ flanked by candles. In front was a

* selves again after the conflict. That
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"puckland Ster" - 31/1/36.

"“RUHE SANFT.”

GERMAN TRIBUTE.

1

AUCKLAND CLUB MEMBERS.

SKINDEST OF ALL MEN IS DEAD’

“The kindest of all men is dead. The
Germauns, in common with all other
peoples, feel with unparalleled sorrow
the loss of His Majesty King George V,”
stated Mr. E. Langguth at a special
memorial  ceremony held by the
Deutscher Verein (German Club) of
Auckland, Jast evening.

.. The whole ceremony was a heartfelt
demonstration of the affection in which
King George was held by the Germans,
an affection which was emphasised by
seyeral speakers. In the centre of the
stage was a portrait of King George V.
draped with black and purple, and

frond of New Zealand’s fern and a mag-
nificent wreath from the German Club.
On the right hung the New Zealand
ensign, on the left the Nazi flag, both
under a canopy of black draperiec.

Mr. Langguth said iv was through

.

a British soldier hanging over it. On
the cross were the beautiful words of 4
beautiful thought—“Ruhe Sanft,”——“Rest
Softly.” It was that thought, concluded
Mr. McMillan, which he was sure the|
whole German nation now felt in think- |
ing of King George.

“We are gathered this evening not
only out of a feeling of duty and loyalty
to his late King George V., but with
heartfelt sorrow at the sad bereavement
and great loss which has so suddenly
come to the British nation,” said Mr. M.
Grapengiesser, secretary of the club.|
“I dare to say that this feeling is evident
in all the nations of the world.

Sympathy.

“We also sincerely desire to express
to His Majesty King Idward VIIL, and
the whole Royal Family, as well as the
whole British Empire, of which the
country in which we live, New Zealand,
is also a part, our deepest sympathy,”
concluded Mr. Grapenzeisser. 3

The gathering sang the -late King's
favourite hymn, “Abide With Me,” in
Einglish, and “Ich Hatt einen Kameraden”
in German.

At the conclusion of the programme
Mr, Langguth called for three cheers for
King Edward VIII, remarking that “he
is a King of sterling qualities who has
already given promise of emulating his
illustrious father. For him, too, we.
have love and admiration.”

The proceeding closed with the singing

King George that the Germans who had
been in Auckland before and during the'
war had been able to establish them-

fact brought him still nearer to the
hearts of Auckland Germans.

“Rest Safely.”

“During the late war, and for a while
after, the people of Great Britain. and
Germany were hurling bitter words at
one another. However, never once did
King George say anything derogatory of

of “God Save the King.”

his country’s enmemy,” said Mr. W. J.
MecMillan, vice-president of the club, |
who explained that Germans and Britons
had an equal standing in the club. |

Remarking that of both peoples it
was the soldiers who hore each other
the least animosity, Mr. McMillan re-|
counted an incident to illustrate thisl
fact.” During an attack on the Somme |
front, said Mr. McMillan, he and another
soldier had been detailed to occupy a
post recently evacuated by the Germans. !
On reaching it they’ found a simple
wooden-cross with the-identity disc of

\Val
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GERMAN SEAMEN.

AUCKLAND WELCOME.

COMPATRIOTS GVERSEAS.

e

FATHERLAND’S INTEREST.

German ships very rarely visit Auck-
land, but when one does the officers and
crew are assured of a wonderful recep-
ition by the members of the German
community here. Not only Germans,
“but others do everything in their power
to make the stay in port enjoyable. In
the case of the Wiegand, which
recently arrived from Gulf of Mexico
ports with a cargo detested by seamen,
bulk sulphur, the Auckland German
Club did everything posd#ble to help the
ship’s complement to forget the dis-
comforts incidental to such a voyage.
Paramount, however, is the spirit of
generous hospitality which is imbued
in the German race. 3

On the day of the Wiegand’s arrival
a reception was held for the officers and
crew at the clubrooms, which were filled
to capacity. A welcome was given to
the visitors by the president of the
club, Mr. A. R. Leuschke. In answes,
the third officer of the Wiegand, Mr.
Festesen, emphasised the fact that in
the new Germany they were taking an
increased interest in the welfare of their
compatriots abroad, an interest which
was much greater than that displayed |
in the old days.

Addiig to the president’s speech of
welcome, Mr. K, W. Schmitt pointed out |
how important the month of January
had been in German history. Among
other events were the advent of the
2nd Empire with Bismarck on 18/1/1877 |
and that of the 3rd Reich with Herr
Hitler on 13/1/1933. This, remarked
Mr. Schmitt, made the welcome to a
German ship’s arrival in Auckland in
January all the more felicitous.

After supper a dance was held, and
during the intervals members of the
Wiegand's crew sang old German folk |
songs. i

The next day the officers were enter-
tained to a motor trip around Auck-
!land, a sepecial yisit being made to in-
" spect the example of New Zealand bush
scenery at the Grafton Bridge reserve.
/The officers were enthusiastic in their
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‘praise of the reserve and the Tamaki |

{Drive, as well as the view from the top
(of Mount Eden. The grounds at Ellers-
llie were also specially commented on.
Following a dinner aboard the Wie-
rgand given in honour of a few of Auck-
{land’s German community, the officers
of the ship attended a dinner of welcome

Another entertainment in which the
officers, crew and friends joined was a
most enjoyable picnic to Ferndale.

The final entertaim;mnt was a display
of German_f{ wed by, a_dance,
Bkl v a4
president of the Wellington German
(Club, was present. - S

The officers and crew are unanimous

in their opinion that their reception and
entertainment at Auckland have been

beauties.

‘at the home of Mr, Leuschke,

the outstanding ones of the ship’s |
voyage, which will Jeave indelible memo- |
‘| ries of New Zealand, her people and her

"N.Z.Herald"
15/1/36

Sir,—On October 28, 1935, your
correspondent J. Thornes wrote:—
“From Berlin comes the almost in-
credible news that the Government has
issued an order that the names of Jews
killed in the Great War must be ex-
punged from rolls of honour.” He
continued by speaking about this
“‘disgrace,” ete. Indeed, such act as
the one above-mentioned would have
been ‘‘incredible.”” But it is even more
incredible that, in this peace-desiring
world of ours, there exist obscure |
places in certain European cities where
such lies as the above are all the time
manufactured and spread throughout
the world. What appears most in-
credible, however, is the fact that
surely earnest students of international
affairs like your correspondent J.
Thornes are continually allowing them-
selves to be misled by these deliberate
falsifications, although with a bit of
really earnest study it is not so very
difficult to read properly between the
lines and to discover all the misrepre-
sentations, inaccuracies and contra-
dictions. The official German dementi
is now to hand, stating that the Ger-
man Government has never issued the
above-mentioned order, nor is such
action contemplated. A friend of peace
and goodwill begs to advise your corres-
pondent J. Thornes to make sure in
future hefore aceusing.

)L’. . { \ﬁ.. /:) . rr(‘?)

"N.Z.Herald"
28/1/36

THE GERMAN CLUB

A memorial ceremony for the late
King George will be held by the
Deutscher Verein (German  Club),
Auckland, at, its clubrooms on Thurs
day night, from eight to nine o’clock
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| Stanford (Australia), sky blue broderie

'~ NEW ROOMS OPENED.

B

- The -Auckland German Club celebrated |
the culmination of three years’ effort
last evening when they celebrated the

The rooms, which include a stage, a
dance floor, lounge and library, pre-
sented a pleasing scene with their soft-

‘and dark blue cornflowers, which showed

walls. On one wall hung the British
flag, and on the other the German, while

tika, held pride of place at the back of
the stage. After the singing of the
| British National Anthem the gathering
sang the German mnational anthem,
“Deutschland, Deutschland, Uber Alles,” |
and saluted ‘the. national flag with the
right-arm salute. 2 ‘

The president, Mr. A. R. Leuschke,
received the guests, assisted by Mrs.
| Leuschke, who wore jubilee blue geor-
gette. Mr. Leuschke, who officially
opened the rooms, extended a welcome
to Captain F. Bauer, Dutch Consul for
the Netherlands, and Mrs. S. eider,
recently returned from Australia. Short
speeches were made by the treasurer, Mr.
K. W. Schmidt, who gave a brief out-
line of the history of the club, and the
vice-president, Mr. W. J. McMillan, J.P.,'
who spoke on behalf of the English
members. Bouquets were presented to
Mrs. Leuschke, Mrs. Schneider and the'
performers in the concert programme
presented by the German Club orchestra..

Items rendered by the orchestra,
under the conductorship of Mr. H. C.
Engel, included “The Gipsy Caravan”
'(Oscheit);, “Die Fledermaus” (Johann
} Strauss), “Cavatina,” Op. 314 No. 2
(Bohm), “La Bella Valenciana” (Kaemp-
fert), “Songs of the Fatherland” (ar-
ranged by Hans See), “Freiheitsgeist”
(Bahlmann), “Hungarian  Melodies”
(arranged by Debroy Somers), and!
“S_o‘ngs of Germany” (arranged by
Margis-Berger). Pianoforte solos were
played by Miss S. Mowbray, and songs,
were sung by Miss A. Harrisson and Mr.
W, Garratt, accompanied by Mrs. F.
Jury. The evening concluded with
dancing and supper. ’

Members of the ladies’ committee pre-
sent were: Miss Munro (secretary), who
wore midnight blue velvet; Miss Watts
(treasurer), in floral spun silk; Mrs. M.
Grapengiesser, smoke blue georgette;
Mrs. Reimann, red satin; Mrs, Williams,
black and white satin; Miss I. Leuschke,
shell pink crepe de chine; Miss C.
Harder, white frilled net and white
satin. ;

Others present included: Mrs, H.|
Engel, black georgette; Mrs. K. W.
Schmidt, black and white figured panne'
velvet; Mrs. A. Zimmer, black Chantilly’
lace; Mrs. H. Rice, black and rose floral
crepe suede; Mrs, J. T. ¥, Mitchell, black
taffeta; Mrs. H. Rau, wine and white
satin; Mrs. E. Langguth, black satin;
Mrs. W. Kersten, ivory lace and net;
Mrs. Jagusch, black ninon; Mrs. J. W.
Edwards, black velvet; Mrs. R. Fenton,
black panne velvet; Mrs. B. Taylor,
floral marocain; Mrs. E. R. Pickering,
ivory satin; Mrs, G. Williams, black and
white satin; Mrs. J. H. Buckland, mid-
night blue floral satin; Mrs. J. C. Pawley,
shell pink crepe; Mrs, A. Murdoch,
brown lace; Mrs. L. Newhook, black
lace; Miss O. Leuschke, periwinkle blue
ccraquelle; Miss Doris Kersten, eau de
nil satin; Miss B. Schneider, old rose
georgette; Miss M. Schneider, apple
green satin; Miss M. Zimmer, Marina
blue georgette; Miss M. Partridge, lemon
sprigged chiffon; Miss F. Ryder, sage
green flat crepe; Miss E. Buekland, blue
floral marocain; Miss . Mowbray,
cyclamen pink georgette and met; Miss
A. Harrisson, black panne velvet; Miss
A. Leighton, black souple satin; Miss
M, Burgess, bottle green crepe; Miss J.

anglaise; Miss H. Reimann, Burgundy
marocain; Miss T. Thomas, jubilee blue
and crepe. |

official opening of their new club rooms. |

toned  curtains and brightly coloured |,
cushions presented by members, and |
‘their fioral decorations of roses, poppies |

up clearly against the deep cream of the |-

the German national emblem, the swas-|

"AUCKLAND STAR" - 15/11/35.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,
WELLINGTON
MEMORANDUM for 8th Nevenber,IS35

The Superintendent ef Pelicse,

Auckland,

Deutscher Verien.

The infermatien centained in Detective Stevensen's repert
(undated) attached has been neted.

It is desired that the activities ef the German Club
be kept constantly in view and sny sdditiena]l infermatien ebtalned
ferwarded te this effice,

It is slse desirable te have en recerd the names ,addresses and
eccupatiens ef as meny as pessible eof the members eof the Cluk.

In the event ef Schmidt lesving fer Germsny please have full
particulars ef his beoking,etc ferwarded as early as pesgible.

What is knewn ef W.J.Mc¥illan J.P. please? It weuld he
interesting te knew what inducement he hes te take part in the
activities eof this Club.

It i1s alse desired te have en pecerd his private and business
sddress and eccupatien, and whether he is likely fer any reasen te
have pre-Nazi er anti British sentiments.

I cencur in the view expressed in the last parsgraph of the

report. Inguiries likely to areuse suspicien that the Department
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is interested in the Club and 1ts members sheuld net at present be

made %

Detective Stevensen's repert ef the IRth February,I1934 is new .

Cemmissiener ef Pelice.
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The Superintendent of Policae,

Auckland,

Previous reports which

had been overlooked were forwarded
to yeu under separate cover on the

4th instant,

WMo o v

Commissiconer of Police.

7/20/35. P
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REPORT of Detective E.A.Stevenson , No. 2627

The Sub Inspector,
Detective Branch,
Auckland.

eiteminn  © [ 5

Hﬂmkdanf: ¥
NEW ZEALAND POLICE. g

Police-station; Detective Office,Auckland

Date:_ 317 October 193 5

velative to Deutscher Verein (German Club),Auckland, end

Kort Wilhelm Schmidt.
"yvide attsched"

I respectfully report that I have mede
further inquiries concerning Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt and the
German Club,elong the lines reguested in the Commissioner's
Memorsndum of 3/10/35 but am not yet in s position to
supply 811 the information asked for,mainly because of the
necessity for imqutiies being made in a discreet way and
the reluctance of persons to give eny definlite information,
especially those of German nationality or descent.

Those I have seen have all been members
of the Club but resigned about the period mentioned in my ;
previous report of 12 th Feb.l¢34 (not atteched to this file)|
beceuse of the politlcal btrend in the Cluhb.

I have not yet been able to obtain eny definite information
concerning recent or present activities of the Club,or a
1ist of the present personnel of the Club.

A1l persons I have interviewed are asgreed that first and
foremocst the Club is definitely political and most
proncuncedly pro-Nazi in sentiment and poliey.

Sehmidt 1s still the most active person connected with the
Club end remains it's guiding hand. Due no doubt to his
personal charm end pleasant,counteocus manner,Schmidt has
made many soclial connections in Auckland,some with persons’
of responsibility and influence... There 1s no doubt that
first and foremost Schmidt is en Intensely patriotic German
and 8 Nazil to his fingertips.

Those who are associasted with Schmidt in supporting the
Nazi spirit of the Club are Masx Grepenglesser, E.Langguth,
A.R.Ieuschke,Jonathan Blumhardt, Peter Miller and David
Blumherdt - & retired farmer residing et Whengsrel.

There are probably others,in fact it may reasonably be
presumed that sll the present members support the Nazi |
ideas of the Club.. I em informed that at present the

Club has about 50 members on it's books,of whom only about |
20 sre financiael.

As steted in my previous report there exists in Auckland
e body celled the Associated Council of Forelgn Clubs, |
Within the pest few months the German Club through Schmidt
has repestedly sought to be reasdmitted to this body.

He has been told,msinly through Mr 0.J.Thedens,referred to
in previous reports,that they would be pleased to admit
the German Club providing the Club wouvld forward a letter
declaring that the Club is definitely non-political.
Schmidt seid that this would he done and has always
repudiated the suggestion that the Club is political.

No letter giving this sssurasnce has yet been received by
the Council of Foreign Clubs.

I am informed that Schmidt subseguently stated that he
could not give such amssurance as "he would get it in the
neck from his people at home'.

Thedens,whom I believe is a German by birth and who is fhe

representative in a trade capacity of the Austrien Govermment,
was the original founder of the German Club. As previcusly |
reported he resigned about Z yesrs sago. : .
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From him I have obtained much information about the Club

and Schmidt... Wherever else I have made inquiries I have
been referred ultimately to Thedens as the one knowing most
about the matter.. All statements and rumours directed
against the Club and especiaslly against Schmidt have
apparently originated from Thedens and it has become
increasingly obvious to me that he 1s not at all free from
bias,snimosity and jealousy towards Schmidt and the present
Club executive.

There is no doubt at all that Thedens would be pleased to see
Schmidt ordered out of the country... It appears that he

is not without, some personal reason for this attitude towards
Sehmidt. . He and his wife have been completely supplanted
by Schmidt and Langguth as the soelal leaders of the German
community in Auckland.

Another reason,which I have heard from several sources
including Thedens himself,is that he alleges that Schmidt
sent g letter,which was also signed by Henniger and

Grapengiesser,to Vienna saying that Thedens wes a discreditable

representative of Austria and alleging that he had been
concerned here in fraudulent and shady activities.

Thedens says that he heard of this from the Austrian
Governmment at Vienna and that he also received a letter from
his Government expressing their confidence in him.

There is no information to suggest that the German Club has
any system .or tribunal for dealing with delinquents or
settling disputes among German nationals other than the

New Zeasland Courts of law".. No persons I have interviewed

has ever heard of any such system or tribunal...

However there i1s a definite bellef that Schmidt sends reports

to the Nazi Govermment in Berlin gbout Germans resident here.

The fear that these reports may be adverse and may subsequently

be hermful to themselves should they return to Germany,or to
their relstions who are now in Germany,is the reason why
these German residents here do not wish to say anything about
Schmidt or the Club,especially anything of a nature adverse
to,or reflecting on,the Nazi regime.

To a British mind this may seem a rather exaggerated fear

but I am assured in all seriousness that Germans do not
lightly regard this possibility... To be a German and yet

not a wholeheerted supporter of the Nazi doctrine is regasrded
in Germany as an offence against the State and deserving

of punishment..

. The considered opinion has been offered to me that even
| Mr Penseler,the German Consul for New Zealand at Wellington

1s,in his own interests with his Govermment,not indifferent
to the harm that Schmidt might sttempt to do him,should he
fail to appear as the true Nazl representative that Schmidt
expects him to be.

Schmidt is residing with his wife and two young daughters

at 18a Rangitoto Avenue,Remuera.. As previously reported
his occupation appears to be as second in charge in the

firm of Pacific Potash Ltd.. The Manager of this firm is

a man named Leith-Miller,who spesks rather like an American.
I do not think he is British.. Schmidt acts in Leith-
Miller's absence but otherwise he seems to have little to do.
I have seen Schmidt in his office on three occasions and

he has never appeared to be busy.

Pacific Potash Ltd.ils not a company registered at Auckland
but it is a genuine business with either a main or branch
office in Sydney.

It imports potash from Alsece-Lorraine asnd it's interests
are 60% German and 40% French.. I believe that both Schmidt
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and his father in Berlin gre financially interested.
From discreet inguiries I have been informed that the
business here is not a large onej;they import probably from
4 to 5 thousand tons a year.
allenlion

In all my inquiries concerning Schmidt I have paid particular
to the rather vague suggestion that Schmidt has at times
delivered himself of anti-British remarks and that he has

an active antipathy towards British rule in New Zealand.

On this point again,the only definite assertion comes from
Thedens,who infommed me that about 2 years ago Schmidt wes

in his (Thedens') office.. Another German national named

- Pottkaemper was also present.. The Germen Club poliecy

was being discussed and in conversation Schmidt saild,
sccording to Thedens,words to the following effect -

"You Germans have as much right here as the British as they
only stole it from the Maoris and we may as well get what

we can out of it".... Thedens sgys that Schmidt also said -
"I hate the country and I hate the people"

I immediately saw Pottkaemper and questioned him thorpughly
as discreetly as possible.. His full name is Julius Edward
Pottkeemper,a carrier,of 18 Parr Rd,Pt.Chevalier, He is

about 40 years of age and has been in New Zealand about

20 years. He is a German national - not naturaslized.

He said that he was a member of the German Club during it's
first year,but he resigned because of Schmidt's determinstion
in the face of opposition to give lectures to the Club
educative of the new Germany... Pottkaemper says that he can
quite honestly say that though he dislikes Schmidt he has
never heard him meke any snti-British remarks or say anything
against New Zeakand.

Pottkaemper also suggests that Schmidt sends reports to
Berlin on Germans here.. A German named J.Henniger who
was Secretary for the German Club and was closely assoglated
with Sehmidt before he left New Zesland for Germany about

6 months ago,is a pensioned German Civil Servant from Semoa.
Henniger has left New Zesland permanently and it is thought
that Schmidt may have been the cause of him being ordlered

to return to Germany. )

I am informed that Schmidt has said that he himself is going
on another visit to Germany in 6 months time.

Whether or no Schmidt has any officisl standing with the
Germaen Government I have been unable to ascertain.

At an evening of the German Club on the 10 th October last
Schmidt,in talking to a visitor whose identity has not

been divulged to me,is alleged to have sseid that the Nazi ;
movement has four leaders in Auckland,and that each hsas s 3}!
separate task.. Schmidt sald that his task was to establish;
and foster trade connections.. He would not say,when
asked,whom the other three were,or what their tasksare.
Schmidt,at the time,was wearing a Nazi badge in his coat
lapel in the design of an eagle surmounting the globe

with a Swastika in the centre.

As far as I can ascertain from my inquiries the Club has
no branches elsewhere in New Zealand.

I am informed that David Blumherdt,of Whangarei,is known as
a co-operative member of the Club and is believed to be
sympathetic with it's Nazi policy.

The Club now meets in the Catholiec Wanens' Club rooms &t
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the top floor of Union Bdgs,Customs St.East.. The Club
meets usually once s week - on Thursday evenings.
Meetings of the Nazi circle,so to speask,are held about
an hour before any function of a more public nature.

The proceedings of the Club ere still conducted mainly in
the German language,but not exclusively,as the Club still
has s few non-German visitors.. I do not know of any
non-Germen members of the Club at present.

Persons other than German nationals are still eligible for
membership of ithe Club but they are not now encoursged to
join.

Present members of the Club who are definitely naturalized
British subjects are E.Langguth (naturslized 1924),
W.J.McMillan (a Justice of the Peace), Jonathan Blumhardt,
David Blumhardt (nsturalized 1903).

I think that A.R.Leuschke and E.Engel, Senr. are also
neturalized but I am not sure... The seme spplies to
Peter Miller and Gustav Belin,two relief workers who are
also supporters of the Nazi policy of the Club.

I have now sscertained that W.J.McMillan - mentioned sbove
is not of German extraction,he is British.

I have been endesvouring to get in touch with some person
who could give me information about recent meetings of the
Club but so far I have not been successful in this.

T will continue to pay attentidtn to the activities of the
Club with a view to reporting anything furkbher that may
be of interest to the Department. '

I could make other inquiries about the matter from sources
not yet approached,but though useful information might
result,there would be a probability that the nature of my
inquiries would be carried back to Schmidt. -Without

further instructions I do not propose making these inquiries.

Det.2627 «
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON,  3rd Qctober, 1935.

MEMORANDUM fer

The Superintendent of Police,

AUCKTAND .

Deutschar Verien (German Club),Auckland,

Information is desired rESpectiﬁg the present
pesition, activities and perseonnel of the above-named Club,
psrticularly regarding Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt.

I alse wish tec ascertain, if possible, whether the
Club has any branches or members or whether similar clubs’
exist elsewhere in New Zealand, how often meetings of the
Auckland Club are held, whether the proeeedings are still
conducted in the German language, whether persons other than
German nationals are eligible for membership, whether any of
the present members are naturalised British subjects, and whetherx
the Verien has any system or tridbunal for dealing with
delinquents or settling disputes among German nationals othexr
than the New Zealand Courts of law:

Neo doubt it will be difficult teo obtain all the
information asked for, but I desire a spacial effert to be
made to obtain as much as possiblae, and to have the activities

of this organisaticn kept under close surveillance,
Previous reports are herswith,

Commissipner of Police, |

e s T e
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MEMORANDUM Jor
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If any reply, please
quote this number :

i — 34/:;"55'

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, 4th Octobher, 1935,

The Superintendent eof Police,

Auckland,

German Club, Auckland,-Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt, Treasurer,

The attached file should have heen enclosed

with Secret memerandum 35/569 forwarded to you yesterday but

was inadvertently omitted,

Commissioner of Police, %
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MEMORANDUM for:

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON, C.l.

Re : Kurt Wilbhelm Schmidt.

In confirmation of my conversation with Sub-Inspector
Soott on Saturday last, 29th Jeptember, with reference to the
above-named, I am very pleased to give the fullest support to
the proposal to make a more detailed examination into his
activities. It would be of great interest to me to know if
he is in fact proposing to establish or to give further support

to Nazi inetitutions in Rew Zealand or Samoa.

I should be much obliged if you could let me know

in due course the results of your investigations.

%@%W-ﬂw/m

Major-General,
COMMANDING N.Z, MILITARY FORCES.
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AF

5th Septemhaﬁ iﬁ?ﬂa

ARBNORANDUK for:

The Commissioner of Police,
JELLILGTON.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your secret
memorandum 34/538 of the 29th August and in reply to your specific
request to say that the Department has no knowledge of Mr. K.W.
Sehmldt.

Your Department, of course, has possession of the
old prisoner-of-war files and you may conceivably find some trace
cf him there.

It may interest you to know that, through Ur,
Stallworthy, M.P., General Richardson has been pressing for some
time (on the lust occasion at the end of July last] for the

presentation of s German flag captured in Samoa to this cluhfhhﬁ_:

the ifinister has expressed his regret that the Goveznment'axpfﬁéf.Af{'f':

in a position to comply with General Richardson's request.

Béoretary.
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IN YOUR REPLY

General Headquarters, N.I.5. P/s.

New Zealand Mailitary Forces,

please quote this number.

<

Wellington, c.s3,

541 September, 1934,

e

e anna

MEMORANDUM for:

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON, C.l.

Re : Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt.

In reply to your memorandum 34/538, dated 29th
August, 1934, this Department has no information regarding

the above-mentioned man.

Major-General, z
COMMANDING N.Z. MILITARY FORCES.

T
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BOX NO. 500,
Telephone No. PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.

VYICTORIA 1552-3-4
LONDON, S.W.lI1.

OF.22/1/DS8. 18th July 1934.

Dear Mr. Wohlmann,

You may be interested to have the attached
brief note on Nazl organisation in this country.

We should be interested to know whether you
have detected anything of a similar nature in
New Zealand.

Yours sincerely,

(@St

L Colonel Sir Vernon Kell.

W.G. Wohlmann,Esq.,
Commissioner of Police,
Johnson Street,

Wellington,N.Z,
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position of the Hazi Section in Groat
Britain.

The situstion as regards the N.5.D.a.P. in Great
Britain is as followai-

What is known as & lLandesgruppenleitung has been
formed heve for Great Britain and Ireland, with so-oalled
stubapunkte and Zellen in various towns of importance.
The Zellen maintain touch with the stutgpunkte, and the
Stutzpunkte with the Landesgruppenleitung. The latter
takes its orders from the Auslande Abtellung of the
¥azi Party in Hemburg. '

Thewe is also heve & branch of the Hitlerjugend,
whioh is run on similar lines. :

There ave meetings of the Party once a month, and
a monthly subseription of 2/6 is paid by all members.
Gecasionally there is & meeting in Iondon of the legal
Group leaders, when instruetions are issued axd lectures

ave given on current ovents in Germany.

There is reason to belleve that there is seme kind
of Intelligence Service run by the healquarters of the
Bagi Party here for the purpose of reporting to the
German Secret Police on the political reliability of
Germans abroad, but apart from this nothing very sinister
about the organisation has emerged.

We are not, however, losing sight of the fact
that where Party and State are so elosely allied, the
possibility of an organisation of this gort being used
for esplonage and other purposes is bound %o axist in
eertain eventualities.

178h July 1934,
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BOX NO. 500,

Telephone No.
YIOTORIA 1552-3-3 PARLIAMENT STREET, B.O.,

LONDON, S.WW.X.

OF.22/7/Ds8. 13th October 1934,

Dear Mr. Viohlmann,

Very many thanks for your letter 34/538
of 29th August 1934, containing information
about the Deutscher Verein.

We have no record of Kurt Wilhelm SCHMIDT
other than his arrival here on 19.4.34 and his
departure on 20.4.34, giving his age as 28 and
his occupation as Economigt. While here he stayed
¢/o of W, BARBER, 2 Ederline Avenue, Norbury, S.W.
a name and address which is unknown to us.

It looks very much as if the Deutscher Verein
was being converted into the headguarters of the
N«.S.,D.A.P. in New Zealand. We should be interested
to hear of any further developments.

Yours sincerely,

m{n.u. .\L«»@

5 Colonel Sir Vernon Kell.

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

W.G. Wohlmann,Esq.,
Commissioner of Police,
Wellington, New Zealand.
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Subject :
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31,/:{3!

[Form

Knrt Withelm Schmidt - Trea.m..rer of tha Gorman Club, vide

No. 108,

75,000/6/33—a843]

For Detective Stevenson:z-

y

~Inspaoctor (
17/10/34

The Sub.Inspector (Detective Branch)

I have returned the books to
Mr.Schmidt as instructed. Receipt for
sgme sttached... 1 heve slso informed
C:him in terms of the Inspector's minmate

gttached... Mr Schmidt intends to
()communicate with the Commisgsioner

CIaSS|fication Polic

6500ncerning his degire to form a branch
of the Nszi movement among German

Nr\gtﬁ. ongls hera.

Z

() ;

= Det.2627%
3/10/34.

3 18/10/34
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‘The Sub Inspector,
nDetective Brench,

| Auckland.

' 200,005/8/33— 6188
4
]

law or the pgood order of this country.

7

relative t0 XURT WILHELM SCHMIDT- Tressurer of Germen C_J:g'.b‘]—:

now returned to Auckland.

I respectfully report,further to my
previous reports concerning the ebove named man,that he
arrived in Auckland with his wife and two infant daughters,
by the "Wanganella" from Sydney on the 10 th inst,

His permit enables him to remain here as a permanent
resident. ;
I was present when Schmidt passsed the Customs officers and
special attention wess peld to his luggage.. Schmidt

willingly assisted in the search of hls effecta.. He hed g

munber of books,booxlets and pamphlets,sll printed in
German;there was not more than one copy of each.

Mr.Greham,the Chief Boarding Officer of the Customs Dept.
did not feel inclined to detain this literature unless
Schmidt was agreeable.. However,Schmidt was duite willing
to sllow me to retain the litefature for examination..

I took possession of the litersture nemed in the attached
1ist,

In conversstion with Schmidt at the time he disembsrked he

informed me that Cermen netionals.who visit Germany snd
intend to return to foreign countries are instrdcted by
the Npzi Govermment not to speead any form of propaganda
in these countries.

Schmidt said that he was not; in any way sn official
representative of the Nazi Government t sald that he 1is
a member of the foreign branch of the Nazi Party.

He sald that he much sppreciates the hospitality of sll

British countries he has visited and thet he has absolutely

no anti-British leanings.. He said that he was aware that
rumours te the contrary had been spread by some persons in
Auckland but he could not understand the reason for this.

Schmidt 1s 28 years of ege and about 6 £t 1 or 2 ins.

He 1s of fine appearance and carriege and has a pleasant
end courteous msnner. He appeared to be very frank snd
open snd sald that he would much welcome information as

to how far he could go regarding his advocacy of Nazi
Germany. He said that he most certainly did not wish to do
or say anything that the Government of New Zesland might
not approve of.

In conversation Sehmidt does not impress as being anti-

British.. Ohtwardly,at all events, he manifests a aenthment‘

quite the reverse.. He makes no secret of his loyalty to
his Homeland end his admiration for Hitler and the Nazi
regime. Nothing was found in his effects that would tend
te show that he 1s anti-British,or that he intended to
form here any movement that might be inimicel to British

He ssid that he wished to create smong his countrymen here
interest and enlighterment concerning the growth of the
new order in Germeny and the good done for Germany by the '
Nazi regime. He seys that events in Germsny have been
grossly misrepresented snd distorted by French and Jewish
press intereats end he wishes to make known a truthful
apprecistion of current events there.
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It seems to me that in this desire and activity on the part
of Schmidt lies the reason for the rather vague suggestions
by some of the foreign community in Auckland that he is
anti-British.. A number of German nationals in Aucklend
who have been here for meny years are not interested in

the new Germany.. This especially applies to some who have
a business standing here.. They fear that s gwowth of an
eppreciation of the Nazi spirit in the German Club may
eventually react on them if the Club becomes too much of

a political body and it may ultimately embroil them in
difficulty with the leaws of New Zesaland..

From further inguiries I have made I can find no evidence
of anything anti-British about Schmidt or the German Club.

They are certainly pro-Hitler and pro-Germsn but this spirit
does not necessarily confliet with the laws and loyalties
of New Zealand.

Schmidt has resumed his position with the firm of Pacific
Potash,Limited and he is now residing with his wife and
family at Brooklyn Flats,Emily Place.

The literature which I took possession of has been perused
by Miss Miller,the assistant of Professor Maxwell Walker
at the Auckland University. The books exclusively deal
with Germany and concern the new order there snd various
phases of the Nazi movement.. They state the ideals of
Hitler,the aims snd reconstruction of Germaeny internally,
and they all protest stréngly against the mensce of
Communism.. One book deals with character sketches of
foreign Germans and enother with the constitution of
National Socielism,which is,of course,the Nazi Party.

Miss Miller sasys that none of the books shows the gslightest
anti-British sentiment.. On the contrary some of the books
show friendly feelings and sympathies for Britain.

A bundle of cuttings from various German newspapers deal
with Hitler propagande end articles on German trade.

Some of the cuttings from a newspaper cslled "Friedericus"
show anti-Jewish leshings.. Apart from these Miss Miller
says that there is nothing in the litersture to which the
slightest exception can be taken.

As previously stated there was only one copy of each.

I respectfully ask for permission to return the books to
Schmidt.

- EifGoensen,

v/
b
/z¢%?/é%%2z22§::jz:§3é?}1 /¢£;;223?¢7éi§ t Z/%ZQ%Z/sza%/
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Books,booklets and pamphlets,the property of KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT.

o . - - - T G - g e e e -

"Der Mythus des 20 Jahrhunderts” by A.Rosenbarg.
"Weltwende" by Hermann Stegemenn.
"Auslanddeutsche Charakterbilder" by Dr.Wehrhold Drascher.

"Das Wefensgefuge des National€ozislismus" by Alfred Rosenberg.
"Das Weltbild des Nationaslsozialismus" by Rudolf Strauch.

"Deutschlands Wiedergeburt durch den by Dr.F.Alfred Bed.
Nationalsozialisms"

"Das Programm der N.S.D.A.P." by Gottfried Feder.MdR.
"Geschichte der N.S.D.A.P." by Dr.Hans Volz.
"Jungvolt"

-"Der Lebensweg des Fuhrers"

"Volksgericht uber Thalmann"

"Was will Deutechlend" by Dr.Donald Stuart.
"Ein Kampt um Deutschland"

"Uusfuhrforderung in andern Landern"

"Der Schulungsbrief"(2 copies)

also a bundle of cuttings from German newspapers.

18- o=y
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, 29th September, 1934.

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of FPoliee, -

AUCKIAND,

Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt - Treasurer of German Club - Returning
tc New Zealand frem Germany,

With referenee to the return of

Kurt Wilhelm Sehmidt from Gaearmany, in view of the informatien
already chbtahed regarding his pro-German and anti-British
activities, it is very desiranhle to obtain if possible first-
hand information, With this end in view you may be able to
arrange with the Customs Authorities to have his perspcnal
effects given spacial attention on arrival, and anvthing in
the way cof literature or cerrespondence in the German language
detained for exawination,

If anything of doubtful character is
found in his possession which requires interpreting, you may

be able to arrang2 with Professor Maxwell-Valker to do so.

WAL

Commis=sioner of Folice,
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or ok [Police—100a.
2% NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
——— Police-station : Detective Officezg_ckland.
Dats; 27 th September . 198 4
REPORT of  petective E.A.Stevenson , No. 26210 Kwd

relative 0 Germen Club,Auckland - Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt;

Tressurer,Aucklend .. slleged anti-British tendenciles.

I respectfully report that resulting
#én further ingquiry into this matter I have just been
informed that Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt is in Sydney at present
and that he is expected to arrive at Auckland by the
"Werama" on Tuesday,the 2 nd October next.
This information was given to me,not knowing my ldentity,
by Arthur Leuschke,of 15 Englend S8t.Ponsonby,the President
of the Club.. This maen,together with Schmidit,hes been
lergely responsible for the present policy of the Club.

Leuschke seems to have corresponded with Schmidt while
the latter has been sway from New Zeeland.

2 body in Aucklasnd called the Assoclated Foreign Clubs
will not have any further connections of any kind with
the German Club becsuse they ere alarmed at the allegedly
enti-British and pro-Nazl tendencies of the latter club.

The German Club now holds it's meetings in the Catholic
Club Rooms,sbove the Doncaster Dining Rooms,Victoria St.W.
The proceedings are almost completely in Germsn.

Inouiries will be continued but I am reporting the expected
arrival of Schmidt as instructed.

T® Sub Inspector, Cf W/ fz:

Bstective Branch, o % 3

A@rkland. Det.2627.
/%b—— "W

%’ / / ”‘t ) -Tf-'S-"-F-’. cror or Ay 100

L/ r[- Detective Brasne b >
4 L\ -LLCUIVE Dirus VO T ocrD B
o G s 27 SEP 1234

7 AUCELAND
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, 4th September,1934.

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Poliee,

AUCKLAND,

German Club, Auckland - EKurt Wilhelm Schmidt,
Treasurer, Alleped Anti-RBritish tendencies,

In view ¢f the information eontained in
Detective Stevenson's reports of the 12th February last and the
20th ultimo, it is very desirable that as mueh information
as prssible he obtained regarding the activities of the above-
named Club in general and Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt in partiecular.
If the date of Schmidt's return to

New 7Zealand can he ascartaineﬁin advance please advise m@ as

VN A Didies,

Commissioner of Police,

. @early as possible,

qu%%
j{bé /]'/ __/,é&-‘ £ere C{/

= .o—/ ,(?’/t((r/é z"";L 7,
/«ﬂf{’{(/wf > / M & f—% A=
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The Sub Inspector,
Detective Branch,

u 8 . ; 5 ; ‘
fuckl 3_/%;%?5,# ; ; ¥u/7:‘v-4/ “‘f"""‘-‘-‘Aﬂw Det (2627, i

[Police—100A.
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Polige-station; Detective 0ffice,Auckland.

f
Date; 20 th Awgusb 1934 i
REPORT of Detective E.A.Stevenson , No. geg !

velative to KURT WILHELM SCHMIDT .. end his asctivities

in connection with the Cerman Club,Auckland.

areal W S

I respectfully report that con the 12 th
February,1934 I submitted a detailed report concerning the
Germesn Club,Auckland... This report was in furthersance
of areport of Senr.Sergt.Lsmbert in which he gave )
particulars of confidentisl informstion received by him ¥
to the effect that this Club hed become snti-British in
It's sgctivities.. -
In the course of my inquiries I interviewed Mr Otto Joseph!
Thedens,the Austrian Trade Commissioner snd a business
man of this City. 5
Resulting on instructions from the Superintendent I heve
now seen Mr Thedens agein,

It appears that Mr.K.W.Schmidt,a young German,whc was at
the time of my first report the Treasurer and leading
spirit of the Club's activities, left New Zealand soon
afterwards end went back to Germsny. 7
Ostensibly he visited Germany on the business of his firm,
the Pacific Potash Co. but while there he is said to <
have been publicly sctive in the Nazi cause,elsc to have
had interviews with Herr Hitler, the German dictstor.
Schmidt is suspected to be in some way connected with the
Foreign Office branch of the Nazi Government.

The German community in Auckland have now heard that |
Schimidt is returning shortly to Auckland and apparently 5
many of them do not wish him to be allowed te return here
if it can be evoided. T
They seem to suspect that Schmidt will quickly turn the i
German Club into a breanch of the German Nazi organisation 5
which will be definitely politically linked up with the
Germen Government.. If this happens those Germans who

are content to live law-abidingly and peacefully here

under the British flag@ fear the subsequent political

gtigma and antegonism of the general business community
ere,

In my previous report mention 1s msde of an organisation

known as National Socialistic German Workingmens Party
(English trensletion) and it is thought that Schmidt willp
actively work for the formation of a live branch here.

I have ascertained that Schmidt is due. back in Auckland |
next month - September,but further particulsr of his arriy
are not known. it
The Germen Club is still in existence in Auckland slthough
1t now hass a feirly smell membership.. As far as I can |
gaether nc exception can be taken to it's gebivities, '
The suspiclons against Schmidt seem to be mostly opinionsj
I have been unable to uncover sny definite grounds on y
which to base @ refusgi/jo allow him to land In New Zeals¥

ZL—hfy
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f & _ | em—— Police-station: Detective Office,Auckland.
E

‘ Date: 12 thFebruary , 198 4
; REPORT 0f _Detective E.A.Stevenson , No. zs27
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 The Chief Detective,
| Aueklend,

150,000/8/32 ~ 48341

velative 10 The Germen Club;auckland.

I respeectfully report that the Deutscher
Verein (German Club),Auckland,Incorporsted was formed in
fugust,1952,the first Extreordinary General Meeting being
held on the 10 th Aug.1932... At this meeting the following
Executive waes elected :- ;

Patron: The German Consul in Wellington,Mr.W.Penseler.
Pregidant: Mr.0.J.Thedens i

| Vice-Presidents: Sir George Fowlds

Mr.Paul Hansen

Committee: Professor R.M.Algie

Mr.L.Marks

Mr,J.Zimmer e,
Seeretary: Mr.K.W.Schmidt
Treasurer: Mr.F,.Jagusch

Rules of the Club were drawn up and asdopted,and Clause 2
of the rules sets out the objects of the Club.These were

| 28 follows :-

(a)to promote good fellowship and social intercourse;to
encourage the teaching and study of the German language
and literature;to encoursge sn appreclation of German
art;to foster e love and sppreciation of Germaen musiec;
to advance the interests of Germans resident in New
Zealand, end to creste a friendly feeling towerds and

' relationship with the German people.

(b)Any disputation or demonstration of a political or
religious nsture shall be forbidden in the Clubj;
provided however,that Germsn patriotiec explanations,
and explanstions of current events relating to Germany
may,with the precedent congent of the Executive,be given
at a2 Glub function. :

(e)Discussions,sddresses and lectures shall wherever
practicable and expedient,be in the German language.

¥ith regard to membership of the Club,Rule ¢ stated as follo
(a)Gérmans sné persons who sre interested in the ~ws
objects of the Club,shsll be eligible for membership
of the Club if they sre of good repute and at least
18 yesrs of sage.

The membershlp of the Club grew repidly snd about the

middle of 1933 reached a peek of about 220 members

ineluding a lesrge number of very reputable Auckland business
and professional men,both of British nstionslity and

Germen nationality and extractlon,of the celibre of the
persons mentioned in the sttached report of S/Sergt.Lembert.

Keny of the non-German members of the Club took up the _
study of the German language,e Jjuvenile section was formed,
numerous successful functlons were held,there was little,

if eny,discussion of & political nature,and en amicable
spirit existed between the great majority of the Club ;
members.... The Executive of the Club changed a 1ittle and
the Committee wes added to but the objects snd principles

of the (Club remsined substantially the same until gbout
Noyember-December,1933,
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From sbout that time the affédirs of the Club eeased to be
conducted on a harmonious basis and friction between many

of the members became increasingly apparent... The main
reason for this was that the Club tended more and more to
become,what may be termed'enthusiastically German political!’
in outlook and guiding principles... The social side of

the Club's activities became of lesser importance and the
attendance and new membership of persons who were not Germans
or of German descent,was discouraged.

Beecause of this the original Presidemnt and part-founder of
the Club,resigned. This man is Mr.Otto Joshua Thedens,the
Austrian Trade Commissioner and a business man of Auckland.
Mr Thedens stréngly disapproved of the changed policy of
the Club which he considered might tend to become inimical
to either the letter or spirit of the laws of New Zealand.

In this attitude he was supported by many more of the Club
members and by most of the originel Executive of the Club
and many more resignations followed. This has resulted in
the membership of the Club being,at the presgnt time,reduced
to some 60 to 80 members. Apparently,the majority of these
support the changed policy of the Club.

A new Executive was elected and it is at present as follows:-
President: Mr.A.R.Leuschke

vice~iresidents:Mr.E.Langguth
Mr.W.J.McMillan J.P.

Secretary: Mr.J.Henniger

Tresurer: Mr.K.W.Schmidt

Librarian: Mr.M.Grapengiesser

Executive

Committee: Mr.J.Blumhardt
Mr.m.engel Senr.
Mr.P.Miller

From my inquiries it would seem that Leuschke,who is a bacon
curer,of 15 England St.Ponsonby,is a rather ignorant and
uneducated man with little knowledge of social niceties.

i am informed that he follows the lead given by the Treasurer,
Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt,who seems to guide,to a very large
extent,the present policy of the Club.

Schmidt is a man of about 26 to 28 years of age and he is in
business here as the Director and Mansger of the Pacific
Potash Co.of Smiths Bdgs.Albert St. He resides at

65 Meadowbank Rd.Remuera... He ceme to New Zealand about
3 years ago,after having been a short time in Sydney.
Previous to then he had come from Berlin,Germany,where he
belongs and was educased.

L have interviewed several highly reputable ex-members of the
Club and in each case I gathered that the reason for resigning
was not that the Club is at the present time anti-British,

but the fear that at some future time it might become so.

If this did happen these members,being professional and
business men of the City,would not desire their respective
names to be associated with the Club in any way.

This reason for the resignation of so many of the members is
well expressed in the following passage of the letter of
resignation of Mr.T.W.M.Ashby,who is a solicitor employed in
the Town Clerk's office at the Town Hall. Mr Ashby was one of
the original members and was the Hon.Auditor for the Cluba...
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In his letter Mr Ashby says,inter alis, "It is however,now
apparent that the Club is wew being conducted with a
political bias,end the policy being dictated is one that is
not only prp-German but which must ultimately,in my opinion,
be anti-British.It will,of course,be obvious to you that T
am quite unable to associate myself,either directly or
indirectly,with activities of this description,or with any
activities which are subversive to,or in any way inimical
to the Government, or laws of the Deminion of New Zealand or
the British constitution",

From information I have received from reliable ex-members

and other persons I do not consider that the activities of
the Club can be construed,at the present time in any casse,

as anti-British... Certainly,it is now almost exclusively,

a German political club,but as far as I can gather there

hsas been no definite evidence of any anti-British bilas.

The . Club is now intensely German nationalistic and definitely
Nazi and pro-Hitler in spirit... This being so,there is,of
course,not the slightest semblance of Communism in the
activities of the Club.

The prime movers of this new spirit in the Club are Schmidt

and Leuschke,

Some of the incidents of the present policy of the Club

which provoked the disapproval of many of the former members

are as follows:-

(1) The German language is exclusively used.

(2) The Press are excluded.

(3) The Club's by-laws have been altered to permit of
political discussion.(As far as I can gather this is
restricted to German politics only). =

(4) Non-German members,and interest, in the Club,is now merely
a minor consideration.

5) At the Club's functions the German National Anthem is
now sung before the British National Anthem, (if the latter
is sung at all).

(6) Members now commence the Club's proceedings by saying

) "Heil Hitler" and giving the German Nazi salute.

However,as previously stated,end I have made considerable
discreet inquiry into the point,I have been unable to obtain
any information to show that anything against Britain,or

the British Commonwealth of Nations,or New Zealand,has been
said or done.

There exists an organisation in Germanyand smong colonies
of Germans in foreign countries known as the N.S.D.A.P.
This means the National Socialistic Deutsche Abeiter Partel,
the English translation of which is - National Socialistic
German Workingmens Party... Despite this name I am reliably
informed that there is nothing communistic about this party.
Apparently,what are called "Out-posts" of this party are
formed smong German colonies in various countries and it 1s
the intention of some of the members of the German Club in
Auckland to form an Out-post here and link it up with the
German Club.. Schmidt,Leuschke and the present Secretary of
the Club,J.Henniger are the members mainly concerned in
advancing this matter.

T have been able to locate and interview only one person who
has been present at one of the Club's meetings since it has
been reconstituted. This was Capt.F.Bauer,the Dutch Vice-

Consul in Aucklend. Capt.Bauver is a member of the Club but
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he informed me that he and his wife are resigning,his reason
being that the Club now holds little of interest for them.

" Capt.Bauer was present at a function of welcome,given
recently,to the Officers and Cadets of the German barque
"Magdalen Vinnen",which is at present in Auckland.

He informed me that several patriotic German speeches were
given,“Hail Hitler" was chanted and the Nazi salute given,
but he definitely assured me that the speeches were not
anti-British in any way and no critieism of Britalin or
New Zealand was offered by asnyone... I believe Capt.Bauer
to be a religble and reputable man with a regard for the
laws and hospitality of the country in which he is living,
and I think he woulg,and will,inform me,should he become

. aware of any developments of an anti-British nakure in the
Club's activities,

There is,of course,the possibility that the pro-Hitler,

Nazi spirit,now so strong in the Club,may at some future date
result in an inter-racial spirit of ill-feeling and enmity
being engendered among some of the foreign communities in
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The Superintendent

velative to The German Club.Auckland.

I respectfully report that 1 have been
confidentially informed that the German Club Auckland

has developed into an organization whose members are
strongly Anti-British.and very bitter towards the British,
and are in the habit of exprssing themselves very

strongly at the Meetings.To which the press has now been
excluded.

I am informed that the Club was founded by a

lir Thedens,who Was Bresident of the Club for about two
years, praor to 1933. The club during this time was very
successfuland had a membership role off 220. The Club

Was formed for thg purpose of fostering amicable

relations between the German population ahd the Britishers.
discussions
and one of the Bye-laws of the Club was fhat no political /
were to take place at the meetings.

Mr Thedens having been President for two years stood
down in favour of a MrLeuschke of England St Ponsonby.
Since then a new Committee has beenelected,and

the "bye-law re politiesl discussions has been

amended .The Press has been excluded from the Meetings

snd some very bitter speeches and hostile discussions have

taken place.

have resigned from the Club,including Mr Tneuens,which
now has a membership of ©0 members.

The Chielf Speaker jis g German named Kurt
ﬁchmidt,who only came to New Zealand about three years

ago. He is the Director of a firm trading under the nane

Albert St

In conseyuence of this a large number of the members
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of "The Pacific Potash Coy"with offices 'in Smiths Buildings?
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Schmidt is on the Executive of the Club.
The following persons ,who were former members of the Club
and 1 understandhave resigneu from the Club,owing to the trend
of the Club,could if approached discreetly,give some
information as to the charactor of the lleetings held
1 understand some of them are tfeeling the matter very keenl
as they ére afraid that trouble in the ;uture may ensue,and if s
‘so they do not wish to be mixed up in it.
E,Merz. Colonial Mutual Buikdings Queen St.
lr Ashby Solicitor Town Hall.
Mr ﬁéine ¢/0 N.Z.Rabber wearSouthern Cross Bldgs.
Chancery Lane.
Paul Hansen Union Buildinng
Mr Potkaemper 26 Edward St Arch-hill.
Mr Zimmer Musician Shorts Buildings.
T Puaites Solicitor,Colonial Mutual Bldgs.(Ex Treasurer)
Professor Algie.University.
Louie Marks N,Z,Credits Ltd Dilworth Buildings. )
Sir George Fowlds.
Mr Thedens 34 Jervois Rd or Southern Cross Bldgs.

The present President of the Club is Ir Leuschkteof England St

Ponsonby. .
olds its meetings in the Overseas League Rooms.

S

The Club h

Queens Arcade .





